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WOMBWELL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Divisional  Health  Office, 

33,  Queens  Road, 
BARNSLEY. 

July,  1961. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1959. 

To  the  Chairman  anfl  Members  of  the 

WOMBWELL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Councillor  Mrs.  Mellor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  fourth  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  and  social  conditions  of  your  district  for 
the  year  1959. 

1  feel  that  I  must  again  make  reference  to  the  Infant  Death 
Rate  in  Wombwell,  which  although  slightly  less  than 
last  year  is  still  well  above  County  and  national  average. 
Unfortunately,  this  is  still  associated  with  a  high  stillbirth 
rate.  This  perhaps  looks  rather  noticeable  in  a  year  when 
most  of  the  surrounding  authorities  have  a  low  rate.  1  have 
looked  carefully  at  the  causes  of  infant  deaths  for  the  year 
and  there  are  very  few  which  could  be  classed  as  avoidable 
in  the  present  state  of  medical  knowledge.  I  would  not  like 
to  make  too  much  of  these  figures  as  the  numbers  concerned 
are  small,  but  nevertheless  Wombwell  has  for  several  years 
been  rather  above  the  divisional  average. 

Mention  should  be  made  of  the  fact  that  one  case  of 
Typhoid  Fever  was  notified  during  the  year.  This  is  a  rare 
enough  occurrence  to  cause  speculation  and  comment,  but  I 
can  assure  all  concerned  that  the  disease  was  contracted  out¬ 
side  this  country. 

It  was  a  busy  year  for  Poliomyelitis  immunisation,  and  by 
the  end  of  the  year  nearly  5,000  people  had  been  immunised 
in  the  township. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Chair¬ 
man  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  the 
courtesy  and  many  kindnesses  they  have  shown,  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  for  his  help  and  co-operation,  and  the 
staff  of  the  divisional  health  office  for  their  loyal  support. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  .servant, 

R.  BARNES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WOMBWELL. 

SECTION  I. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

Area  .  3,850  acres 

Population  Census  1951  .  18,837 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population 

mid  1959  .  19,080 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate 

book  .  5,898 

Rateable  Value  .  £135,844 

Nett  product  of  a  Penny  Rate  .  £475  :  5  :  Id. 


The  chief  occupations  of  the  population  are  coal-mining, 
textile  manufacturing,  the  manufacture  of  by-products  from 
coal,  engineering  and  printing.  Goal-mining  is  by  far  the 
largest  source  of  employment. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  at  mid  1959 
was,  19,080  as  compared  with  19,050  at  mid  1958.  The  natural 
increase  of  population  or  the  number  of  births  over  deaths 
ws  144  as  compared  with  136  in  1958. 

Live  Births. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  303, 
a  decrease  of  19  compared  with  1958.  There  were  12  illegiti¬ 
mate  births  or  3.9%  of  the  total  births  registered. 

The  Registrar  General  has  again  supplied  a  comparability 
factor  for  the  births  in  1959,  which  relates  the  proportion  of 
women  of  child-bearing  age  in  the  district  with  the  proportion 
in  a  standard  population.  The  crude  birth  rate  multiplied  by 
the  comparability  factor  gives  an  adjusted  rate  which  is 
comparable  with  similar  adjusted  rates  for  other  districts  and 
with  the  rate  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  for  the  district  was  15.9  per  1,000 
estimated  population  as  compared  with  16.9  per  1,000 
estimated  population  for  the  previous  year  and  with  16.5  per 
1,000  estimated  population  for  England  and  Wales. 

Stillbirths. 

There  were  10  stillbirths  last  year,  2  more  than  in  1958. 
The  stillbirth  rate  was  31.9  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 
as  compared  with  24.2  for  1958  and  with  21.9  for  England 
and  Wales. 
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BIRTH  RATE. 


BIRTHS 

Rate  per  1,000  Population 

Y('ai' 

1 

Wombwell 

England 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1 

Adjusted 

Crude 

&  Wales 

158 

150 

'  308 

16.2 

16.2 

15.0 

150 

165 

315 

16.6 

16.6 

15.7 

1957 

171 

157 

3-38 

17.3 

17.3 

16.1 

1958 

148 

174 

322 

16.9 

16.9 

16.4 

1959 

14G 

157 

303 

15.9 

15.9 

16.5 

STILLBIRTHS. 


Year 

Stillbirths 

Total  Births 
Live  and  Still 

Stillbirth  Rate 
per  1,000  births 

i 

1955 

11 

319 

34.4 

1956 

4 

319 

12.5 

1957 

5 

333 

15.0 

1958 

8 

330 

24.2 

1959 

10 

313 

31.9 

Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  last  year,  including  deaths  of 
residents  dying  outside  the  district  hut  excluding  non¬ 
residents  who  died  in  the  district  was  169  comprised  of  100 
males  and  69  females.  The  arljiisted  death  rate,  which  is  the 
crude  death  rate  multiplied  by  the  comparability  factor,  was 
11.6  per  1,000  estimated  population  as  compared  with  12.4  per 
1,000  estimated  population  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11. u 
per  1,000  estimated  population  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical 
importance  were  :  heai't  and  circulatory,  61  ;  cancer,  67  ; 
respiratory,  26. 

There  were  19  enquiries  held  by  the  Goronei*. 

Accidental  Deaths. 

There  were  8  accidental  deaths  in  Wombwell  in  1959. 
5  of  these  occurred  in  the  home,  2  were  road  accidents  and  1 
was  an  accident  at  work.  These  figures  illustrate  the  hazards 
which  are  present  in  the  home  and  which  your  Home  Safety 
Committee  during  the  year  has  tried  to  bring  to  the  attention 
of  the  public. 


Infant  and  Peri-Natal  Mortality. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  last  year  was  29.7  per  1,000  live 
births,  as  compared  with  31.1  in  195S  and  wilh  22.0  per  1,000 
live  births  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  the  9  infant  deaths,  7 
occurred  within  the  first  month  of  life  and  were  classed  :is 
neo-natal  daths.  The  peri-natal  mortality  rate  was  51.1  per 
1,000  live  and  stillbirths.  This  is  the  highest  rate  yet  achieved 
since  my  records  began. 

The  following  table  is  a  recnrd  of  your  district  over  the 
past  ten  years. 


Year 

Oeaths  in 
fii-st  week 
of  life 

Stillbirths 

Total  live 
and 

Stillbirths 

Peri-natal 

mortality 

1951 

7 

11 

355 

50.1 

1952 

5 

6 

377 

29.2 

1953 

7 

6 

348 

37.3 

1954 

2 

5 

326 

21.4 

1955 

3 

11 

319 

43.9 

1956 

5 

4 

319 

28.2 

1957 

6 

5 

333 

33.0 

1958 

7 

8 

330 

45.5 

1959 

6 

10 

313 

51.1 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Under  1  w«ek 

1 — 2  weeks 

2 — 3  weeks 

3 — 1  weeks 

Total  under 

4  w’eeks 

1 — 3  months 

3 — G  months 

6— 0  months 

9 — 12  months 

TOTAL 

Prematurity 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  Atelectasis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Congenital  defects 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Broncho-pneumonia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Asphyxia  necnatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

TOT.ALS  „„ 

6 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Maternal  Mortality. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  no  death  attributable  to  maternal 
causes  occurred  last  year. 
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DEATH  RATES. 


Year 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Males 

Females 

Rate  per  1,000  Population 

Worn 

Crude 

bwell 

Adjusted 

England 
&  Wales 

1955 

179 

108 

71 

9.4 

11.1 

11.7 

1956 

173 

97 

76 

9.1 

11.6 

11.7 

1957 

170 

99 

71 

9.0 

11.5 

11.5 

1958 

186 

103 

83 

9.8 

12.4 

11.7 

1959 

169 

100 

69 

8.9 

11.3 

11.6 

DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 


s 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1  year 

4 

5 

9 

1—  5  years  . 

- - 

- - 

— 

5 — 10  years 

— 

- - 

— 

10 — 15  years 

— 

1 

1 

15 — 20  years  . . 

1 

— 

1 

20 — 25  years  . 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years 

3 

— • 

3 

35 — 45  years  . 

5 

5 

10 

45 — 55  years  . 

7 

3 

10 

55 — 65  years  . 

21 

9 

30 

65 — 70  years  . 

10 

8 

18 

70—75  years  . 

20 

12 

32 

75 — 80  years  . 

11 

11 

22 

80—85  years  . 

7 

9 

16 

85 — 90  years 

9 

3 

12 

90  years  and  over 

2 

3 

5 

TOTALS  . 

100 

69 

169 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1959. 


Cause  of  Death 

Males  1 

Females 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  „ 

2 

2 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  — 

— 

— 

— • 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease  — .  .  — 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Diphtheria  _ 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Polioyelitis  —  ™ 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

10.  Malignant  N-eoplasm,  stomach 

7 

1 

8 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

6 

— 

6 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

9 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  _ 

— 

3 

3 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

11 

7 

18 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

— 

— 

— 

16.  Diabetes  . 

— . 

0 

2 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

7 

10 

17 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

18 

12 

30 

19.  Hypertension 

3 

1 

4 

20.  Other  heart  disease  . . 

11 

10 

21 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

5 

1 

6 

22.  Influenza 

2 

— 

0 

23.  Pneumonia  .....  __ 

4 

2 

6 

24.  Bronchitis  . . - 

8 

3 

11 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

— 

1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . 

— 

1 

1 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  — 

— 

1 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

2 

4 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformation  _ 

3 

1 

4 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

2 

r** 

9 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ™  _ 

1 

— 

1 

34.  All  other  accidents  ....  — 

4 

3 

r* 

4 

35.  Suicide  „..  . .  ™ 

1 

— 

1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  _ 

All  Causes 

% 

100 

69 

169 
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PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1959. 


Based  on  the  Registrar  General’s  figures. 


Wo  in  bw  el 
Urban 
District 

Aggregate 
W.  Riding 
Urban 
Districts 

West 

Riding 

Admin. 

County 

England 
&  Wales 
{Prov’nal 
figures) 

Biith  Rates  per  1,000 
estimated  population : 
Crude  . 

15.9 

16.1 

16.5 

16.5 

Adjusted 

15.9 

16.2 

16.7 

16.5 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
estimated  population : 
Crude  . 

8.9 

12.4 

11.6 

11.6 

Adjusted  . 

11.3 

13.0 

12.7 

11.6 

Infective  and  Parasitic 
diseases  excluding 
Tuberculosis  but  includ¬ 
ing  Venereal  Diseases 

0.05 

0.04 

0.04 

Not 

available 

Tuberculosis : 

Respiratory  . 

0.10 

0.08 

0.07 

0.08 

Other 

— 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

All  forms  . . 

0.10 

0.09 

0.08 

0.09 

Cancer  . . 

1.94 

2.12 

1.99 

2.14 

Vascular  lesions  of  the 
nervous  system  . 

0.89 

1.96 

1.81 

Not 

available 

Heart  and  Circulatory 
diseases 

3.20 

4.68 

4.31 

Not 

available 

Respiratory  Diseases 

1.05 

1.55 

1.44 

Not 

available 

Maternal  Mortality 

— 

0.41 

0.36 

0.38 

Infant  Mortality  . . 

29.7 

24.0 

24.0 

22.0 

Stillbirths 

31.9 

19.7 

20.4 

20.7 
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SECTION  II. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

Staff. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a  part-time  officer  of  the 
Council,  but  is  engaged  on  whole-time  Public  Health  work, 
being  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  surrounding 
districts  and  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  Division  No. 
25  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council.  Two  Public  Health 
Inspectors  are  employed. 

General  Hospitals. 

The  general  hospitals  serving  your  district  and  adminis¬ 
tered  through  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board  are  given 
below  : 

1.  The  United  Group  Hospitals,  Sheffield. 

2.  The  Beckett  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

3.  The  St.  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

4.  The  Moorgate  General  Hospital,  Rotherham. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals. 

All  infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  admission  were 
admitted  to  the  Kendray  Hospital,  Barnsley.  The  ambulance 
arrangements  were  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year  with 
the  hospital  retaining  its  own  ambulance  for  this  service. 

Maternity  Hospitals. 

Maternity  cases  were  usually  admitted  to  the  following 
hospitals  : 

1.  The  St.  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

2.  Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough. 

3.  Hallamshire  Maternity  Home,  Chapeltown. 

4.  Pindar  Oaks  Maternity  Home,  Barnsley. 

The  services  of  the  Jessop  Hospital,  Sheffield,  were  also 
available  for  abnormal  obstetric  cases. 

Tuberculosis. 

Most  patients  suffering  from  the  disease  are  admitted  to 
the  Wath  Wood  Sanatorium  and  co-operation  is  maintained 
with  the  Chest  Physician  who  holds  out-patients’  sessions  at 
the  Chest  Clinic,  46,  Church  Street,  Barnsley.  Details  of 
sessions  are  as  follows  : 
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Tuesday — 10-0  a.m.  to  12-0  noon  (children). 

Wednesday — 10-0  a.m.  to  12-0  noon. 

Wednesday — 2-0  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Thursday — 10-0  a.m.  to  12-0  noon  (children). 

Friday — 10-0  a.m.  to  12-0  noon. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

The  nearest  centre  for  Wombwell  patients  for  the 
diagnosis  and  treatment  of  these  diseases  is  in  Barnsley. 

Address  :  Special  Treatment  Centre, 

Queens  Road, 

BARNSLEY. 

Other  centres  are  situate  at  Sheffield,  Doncaster  and 
Rotherham,  and  a  patient  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease  is 
at  liberty  to  attend  at  the  centre  of  his  choice.  Treatment  is 
completely  confidential. 

Olinio  Facilities. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  were  held  at  Wombwell  Clinic, 
Public  Library,  Station  Road,  Wombwell,  on  Tuesdays  and 
Wednesdays,  2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m.,  and  at  Jump  Clinic,  Miners 
Welfare  Hall,  Jump,  on  Mondays,  2-0  p.m.  to  4-0  p.m.  School 
clinics  were  held  fortnightly  on  Tuesday  mornings  at  the 
Wombwell  Clinic.  Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held  on  Thursday 
afternoons  at  Wombwell  Clinic. 

Laboratory  Service. 

The  laboratory  service  was  provided  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Wakefield,  a  national  service  under  the  control 
of  the  Medical  Research  Council.  The  laboratory  is  equipped 
to  deal  with  all  bacteriological  and  pathological  examinations, 
and  a  complete  investigation  is  undertaken  and  report 
furnished  for  every  specimen  sent  for  examination. 

Samples  of  milk  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for 
chemical  analysis  were  examined  by  the  Public  Analyst  at  the 
expense  of  the  County  Council. 

Ambulance  Service. 

The  ambulance  service  is  operated  by  the  West  Riding 
County  Council.  The  depot  for  your  area  being  at  Hoyland, 
Telephone  No.  Hoyland  3168  and  Hoyland  2112. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  G.  Knowles,  your  Surveyor,  for  the 
following  report  : 

Sewage  Disposal. 

New  Scarborough  Sewage  Works. 

I  have  again  to  report  that  owing  to  a  seam  of  coal  being 
worked  under  the  New  Scarborough  Sewage  Works  the  effects 
of  mining  subsidence  are  still  apparent  in  the  tanks  and  the 
filters. 

Since  your  last  report  another  £30,000  has  been  spent  in 
connection  with  the  New  Scarborough  Sewage  Scheme  for  the 
construction  of  sludge  drying  beds  and  laying  of  larger  sewers 
throught  the  district. 

Lundhill  Sewage  Works. 

The  good  effluent  at  these  Works  is  maintained  and  we 
are  quite  pleased  about  these  results. 

Sewers. 

We  have  still  got  the  same  difficulties  with  regard  to  the 
blockage  of  sewers  owing  to  mining  subsidence  and  these 
have  to  be  remedied  as  they  occur. 

Housing. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  houses  etc.  completed 
by  the  Council  are  2-three  bedroomed  houses  and  ^-two 
bedroomed  bungalows. 

The  following  houses  and  bungalows  were  completed  by 
Private  Enterprise  :  One  house,  one  bungalow  and  shop  and 
one  bungalow. 

Swimming  Baths. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson,  your  Baths  Manager 
for  the  following  report  on  the  swimming  baths. 

The  good  attendances  during  the  season  showed  the 
public’s  appreciation  of  Swimming  Baths  in  the  town, 
resulting  in  92,682  bathers  using  the  establishment  during  the 
period  7th  Ma.y  to  4th  October,  1959. 

Organised  classes  of  school-children  numbering  24,60f) 
and  Evening  Glass  students  numbering  2,435,  attended 
regularly  and  all  received  instruction  in  swimming  and  life¬ 
saving. 

The  Baths  cater  for  the  public  over  a  very  large  area  and 
are  in  constant  use  over  a  period  of  14  hours  daily. 

The  swimming  bath  water  is  kept  at  a  constant  tempera¬ 
ture,  filtered  and  chlorinated  ;  and  the  turnover  period  is 
appro.ximately  3  hours.  Frequent  samples  of  the  water  were 
taken  for  analysis,  all  of  which  proved  satisfactory. 
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SECTION  III. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  in  your 
flistrict  last  year  amounted  to  526  cases  as  compared  with  121 
in  the  previous  year. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
during  the  year  1959. 


Total 

cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

_ 

Measles  . 

465 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

2 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

34 

15 

— 

Puerperal  Pyii'xia  . 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

16 

9 

6 

Dysentery  . . . 

1 

3 

— ■ 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

1 

— 

Food  Poisoning  . 

3 

2 

— • 

Poliomyelitis  (Paialytic) 

1 

1 

— • 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

1 

1 

’ 

Infectious  Diseases  (Age  Groups). 


Under  1  year 

1  —  3  years 

3  —  5  years 

5  — 10  years 

10  — 15  years 

15  —  25  years 

25  —  45  years 

45  —  65  years 

65  and  over 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

— 

2 

13 

12 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

1 

3 

1 

2 

— 

1 

5 

O 

1 

Food  Poisoning  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

21 

9!) 

130 

205 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

— • 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

— 

1 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningoccal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

— 

— 

1 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  WOMBWELL  DURING  TEN  YEARS. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

34  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year 
as  compared  with  19  in  the  previous  year.  This  rise  in 
incidence  has  been  general  throughout  the  area  and  may  be 
associated  with  the  disease  becoming  more  resistant  to 
Penicillin  and  Sulphonomide  drugs.  In  general,  however,  the 
disease  remained  mild. 

Measles. 

465  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Smallpox. 

No  case  of  Smallpox  occurred  during  the  year.  The 
number  of  infants  vaccinated  was  218  as  compared  with  133 
in  the  previous  year  and  85  in  1957.  This  represents  a  rise  in 
the  three  years  of  from  23  to  40  to  69%  of  the  births  for  the 
respective  years.  This  is  now  a  very  reasonable  figure  for  the 
flistrict  and  I  only  hope  the  percentage  will  be  maintained. 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough. 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year  and 
there  were  2  cases  of  Whooping  Gough.  This  compares  with 
17  cases  of  Whooping  Gough  in  1958. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  against  Whooping 
Gough  was  260  in  1959,  compared  with  217  in  the  previous 
year.  This  represents  83.7%  of  the  infant  population  as  com¬ 
pared  with  65%  in  the  previous  year.  Immunisation  figures 
relating  to  Diphtheria  showerl  a  decrease  with  64.2%  of  all 
children  in  the  0  —  14  years  age  group  immunised  as  against 
73.5%  in  the  previous  year.  45%  of  all  children  in  the  0  —  4 
years  age  group  were  protected  and  79%  in  the  age  group 
5  —  14  years.  This  fall  in  the  .school  immunisation  figure  is 
largely  due  to  the  administrative  difficulty  of  carrying  out 
campaigns  of  Poliomyelitis  and  Diphtheria  at  the  same  time. 
I  have,  however,  confidence  that  these  figures  will  recover. 

Poliomyelitis. 

One  case  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  your  district  in 
1959.  Again  much  of  the  Department’s  time  was  spent  on 
Poliomyelitis  vaccination  and  during  the  year  two  doses  were 
given  to  1,218  children,  639  young  persons  and  40  expectant 
mothers.  The  total  for  the  year  being  1,897.  This  brings  the 
grand  total  of  all  persons  immunised  since  the  scheme  began 
to  4,880,  of  whom  1,888  received  a  third  dose  during  1959. 
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Typhoid  Fever. 

One  case  was  notified  by  telephone  call  from  a  local 
hospital  on  a  Saturday  morning.  By  Saturday  evening  all 
contact  tracing  had  been  completed  and  letters  had  bec'ii 
despatched  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  other  districts, 
who  might  have  been  involved  with  contacts. 

The  value  of  the  local  hospitals  co-operating  in  this  way 
cannot  be  over  emphasised  and  I  would  like  to  pay  tribute 
to  the  co-operation  we  received  from  the  local  infectious 
diseases  hospital.  1  am  satisfied  the  disease  was  contracted 
outside  this  country  and  no  further  cases  developed. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Three  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  confirmed  last  year. 
They  were  all  isolated  and  no  source  of  infection  was  traced. 

Dysentery. 

One  case  of  Dysentery  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  were  5  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and 
no  new  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  as  compare(j 
with  13  and  2  respectively  in  1958.  2  people  died  from  th*'‘ 
disease  during  1959. 


TUBERCULOSIS  —  New  Cases  and  Mortality  in  1959. 


Age  Periods 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonaiy 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

.M 

F 

M  F 

M 

F 

M  F 

Under  5 

5  to  14 

15  to  24 

2 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

25  to  44  ™ 

1 

— 

—  — 

_ 

— 

-  - 

45  to  64  _ _ 

1 

— 

-  - 

1 

— 

-  - 

65  and  up  ___  _ 

1 

— 

—  — 

1 

— 

—  — 

TOTAL  ™ 

5 

— 

—  — 

2 

— 

—  — 
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TUBERCULOSIS  —  Record  of  Cases  during  1959, 


Non- 

Pulmonary  |  Pulmonary 

M 

P  1 

M  F 

No.  of  cases  on  register  at  1st  January,  1959 

75 

50 

13  11 

No.  of  cases  notified  for  tiie  fii-st  time 

during  the  year  . 

5 

— 

—  — 

No.  of  cases  lestcred  to  register  . 

1 

— 

—  — 

No.  of  cases  added  to  register  otliei  wise 

than  by  notification  . 

2 

1 

-  - 

No.  removed  to  other  districts  . 

2 

2 

-  - 

No.  cured  or  otherwise  removed  from 

register  . 

2 

— 

—  — 

No.  died  from  disease  . 

2 

— 

—  — 

No.  died  from  other  causes  . 

— 

1 

—  — 

Total  at  end  of  1959  . 

77 

48 

13  11 

i 


TUBERCULOSIS  —  New  Cases  and  Mortality 
for  the  past  ten  years. 


Y'en  r 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1  Non- 

Pulmonary  |  Pulmonary 

1950  . 

27 

8 

6 

1 

1951  . 

33 

3 

3 

— 

1952  . 

23 

5 

6 

9 

1953  . 

21 

5 

6 

— 

1954  . 

14 

3 

5 

— 

1955  . 

10 

2 

— • 

— 

1956  . 

12 

4 

2 

— 

1957  . 

12 

1 

1 

1 

1958  . 

13 

2 

4 

— 

1959  . 

5 

— 

2 

— ■ 
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SECTION  IV. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  AND 
CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1959. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

WOMBWELL. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Wombwell  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Mellor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  this  my  ninth  Annual 
Report  on  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  your  District  and  the 
work  carried  out  in  my  Department  during  the  year. 

In  making  this  report  I  would  place  on  record  the  greatest 
appreciation  to  all  members  of  the  Council  and  particularly 
to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  for  their  continued  confidence  and  unfailing  help  in 
all  matters  pertaining  to  my  Department.  May  I  also  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  help  and  co-operation  which  is  always  received  from 
my  fellow  officials,  Mr.  Hague,  the  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  the  other  members  of  my  staff  who  have  main¬ 
tained  a  high  standard  of  work  and  an  atmosphere  of  friend¬ 
liness  throughout  the  year. 

The  general  outline  of  the  Report  has  not  been  changed 
appreciably  and  whilst  the  utmost  effort  has  been  made  to 
cover  all  aspects  of  the  Department’s  activities  I  must  confess 
that  there  are  very  many  small  items  which  it  is  not  possible 
to  include.  For  example  a  very  large  number  of  people  of  all 
tjT^es  are  interviewed  during  the  year  and  no  record  is  made 
of  advice  given  or  action  taken.  The  time  devoted  to  these 
matters  is  considerable  but  is,  no  doubt,  amply  justified  in  the 
eyes  of  those  receiving  help  and  advice. 
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The  general  effectiveness  of  major  legislative  measures 
which  have  come  into  operation  during  recent  years,  e.g.  the 
Glean  Air  Act  1956,  the  Rent  Act  1957  and  the  Housing 
(Financial  Provisions)  Act  1958,  was  becoming  manifest  and 
a  further  Act,  i.e.  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act  1959 
came  into  operation  in  June,  1959.  This  latter  will  have  a 
considerable  effect  on  the  work  of  the  Department  as  will  be 
shown  later  in  the  report. 

It  is  still  necessary  to  place  (unphasis  on  the  problem  of 
Housing,  Food,  Atmospheric  Pollution  and  Public  Cleansing 
continue  to  be  of  major  importance. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FINNEY, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
'  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 


Housing. 

During  the  year  27  new  dwellings  were  erected  in  your 
district,  24  by  the  Council  and  3  by  private  enterprise. 

Of  the  24  dwellings  erected  by  the  Council,  2  were  houses 
and  were  built  in  Bondfield  Crescent.  The  remainder  were 
bungalows  and  were  a  further  development  of  your  Wilson 
Street  and  Copeland  Road  Estates.  The  total  number  of 
inhabited  houses  within  your  district  is  5,909.  The  population 
for  mid  1959  was  19,080  and  this  gives  an  average  figure  of 
3.23  persons  per  house.  It  is  interesting  to  compare  this  latter 
figure  with  those  for  the  years  1929,  1939  and  1949.  In  1929 
the  average  number  was  5.4  persons  per  house,  in  1939  it  was 
3.64  and  in  1949  it  was  3.6.  It  is  seen,  therefore,  that  a  con¬ 
siderable  reduction  in  the  number  of  persons  per  house  has 
taken  place  in  the  short  time  of  thirty  years. 

Since  the  war  the  Council  have  erected  982  houses  and 
bungalows.  This  represents  an  achievement  of  which  the 
Council  may  be  justifiably  proud  hut  having  regard  to  the 
number  of  applicants  still  remaining  on  the  waiting  lists  it 
would  appear  that  the  Housing  problem  will  he  with  us  for 
many  years  to  come.  Every  effort  must  he  made  to  maintain  a 
continuous  building  programme  in  order  to  meet  the  demand 
for  houses. 
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The  houses  and  bungalows  constructed  during  the  year 
were  again  devoted  to  Slum  Clearance.  The  only  houses  and 
bungalows  available  for  general  needs  rehousing,  therefore, 
were  re-lets  on  existing  estates  and  those  were  not  sufficient 
in  numbers  to  maintain  reasonable  progress  in  meeting  the 
demands  of  overcrowding,  people  in  lodgings,  etc.  There  was 
ample  evidence,  as  seen  in  the  number  of  letters  addressed  to 
the  Housing  Sub-Committee  and  in  the  numbers  of  enquiries 
in  this  Department,  that  some  attention  will  have  to  be 
devoted  to  rehousing  such  cases. 

During  the  year  the  2  newly  erected  Council  Houses  and 
22  bungalows  and  a  number  of  re-lets  on  the  other  housing 


estates  were  utilised  as  follows  : 

(1)  Alleviation  of  Overcrowding  : 

(a)  Single  Families  . .  .  2 

(b)  Two  or  more  families  in  house  .  5 

(2)  Cases  of  sickness  or  disability .  7 

(3)  Slum  Clearance  . .  .  29 


Slum  Clearance,  Unfit  Houses  and  Demolition. 

Progress  in  Slum  Clearance  was  disappointingly  slow 
during  the  year.  The  2  houses  and  22  bungalows  erected 
were  devoted  to  Slum  Clearance  and  29  families  had  been 
rehoused  from  houses  dealt  with  in  Clearance  Areas  or  by 
Individual  Demolition  by  the  end  of  the  year.  It  was  originally 
intended,  when  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme  was  formu¬ 
lated,  to  deal  with  50  houses  per  year  but  it  was  not  possible 
to  maintain  the  necessary  progress  during  the  year. 

This  rehousing  operation  continued  to  offer  an  opportunity 
of  implementing  the  plan  which  has  been  described  in  an 
earlier  report.  Briefly,  the  plan  was  intended  to  eliminate  to 
a  large  extent  the  known  under  occupation  in  Council  owned 
houses,  i.e.  where  aged  couples  or  single  aged  persons,  many 
in  failing  health,  were  occupying  3  bedroom  type  houses 
which  were  not  only  too  large  but  decidedly  inconvenient.  By 
building  bungalows  such  people  could  be  rehoused  from  the 
larger  houses  to  smaller,  more  convenient  accommodation  and 
the  houses  thus  vacated  could  be  utilised  for  families  and 
younger  people  displaced  by  Slum  Clearance. 

After  two  years  experience  of  working  the  system  it  is 
possible  to  state  that  it  is  to  a  large  degree  successful.  In  the 
cases  where  the  occupants  of  Slum  Clearance  property  were 
eligible  by  reason  of  age  for  bungalows  they  were  rehoused 
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direct  to  a  bungalow.  Many  much  younger  people  considered 
that  a  two-bedroom  bungalow  was  suitable  for  their  own 
needs  and  their  disappointment  was  followed  in  many  cases 
by  loud  protestation  when  they  were  allocated  a  house.  Others, 
when  given  the  key  for  a  house,  objected  to  being  required 
to  take  over  a  house  which  was  not  as  clean  as  could  be 
flesired.  Again,  there  were  cases  where  the  type  of  house, 
or  its  position  were  not  what  was  wanted. 

As  I  had  anticipated,  however,  any  operation  in  which 
the  movement  of  human  beings  is  concerned  will  inevitably 
give  rise  to  such  difficulties.  It  is  understandable  that  where 
people  have  existed  in  houses  of  a  sub-standard  type  for  so 
many  years  and  the  Local  Authority  have  been  able  to  include 
such  houses  in  Slum  Clearance  programmes  they  look  for¬ 
ward  with  keen  interest  and  great  expectation  to  taking  over 
the  tenancy  of  a  brand  new  house. 

Since  it  is  the  intention  to  continue  dealing  with  Slum 
Clearance  in  this  manner  it  will  be  interesting  to  note  future 
reactions  as  people  become  more  accustomed  to  it. 

The  Slum  Clearance  programme  was  continued  when 
further  properties  were  made  the  subject  of  representation  to 
the  Council  (see  below  for  details)  and  16  other  houses  were 
demolished  in  other  parts  of  the  town,  viz.  : 

Nos.  40  to  52  (even  nos.  inclusive) 

Beech  House  Road,  Hemingfield  .  7 

Nos.  1,  3  and  5,  The  Creen,  Hemingfield  .  3 

Nos.  119  and  121,  Station  Road,  Wombwell .  2 

Nos.  57  to  60,  Lundhill  Top,  Wombwell  .  4 


Total  .  16 


During  the  year  42  houses  were  inspected  and  represented 
to  the  Council  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation  having 
regard  to  the  standard  set  out  in  the  Housing  Act.  24  were 
included  in  2  Clearance  Areas  and  18  represented  for 
Individual  Demolition,  as  follows  : 

Clearance  Areas 

Wombwell  Kitroyd  Clearance  Area  No.  5. 

Premises  :  2  to  22  (even  nos.  inclusive)  Kitroyd,  Jump .  11 

Premises  :  19  to  35  (odd  nos.  inclusive)  Kitroyd,  Jump  9 

Total  .  20 
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Wombwell  Otiey  Square  Clearance  Area  No.  6. 

Premises  :  1,  3,  5  and  7,  Otiey  Square,  Jump 


4 


Individual  Unfit  Houses. 


Premises  :  2  to  16  (even  nos.  inclusive) 

New  Street,  llemingfield  .  8 

Premises  :  9  to  15  (odd  nos.  inclusive) 

New  Street,  Hemingfleld .  4 

Premises  :  180  to  190  (even  no,s.  inclusive) 

Cemetery  Road,  Jump  .  6 


Total .  18 


It  is  hoped  that  circumstances  will  change  sufficiently 
and  the  opportunity  present  itself  next  year  to  make  up  the 
ground  which  has  been  lost  in  the  Slum  Clearance 
Programme.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  suggested  number 
of  297  houses  to  be  dealt  with  in  five  years  was  approved  but 
only  194  have  been  represented  in  four  years.  It  cannot  be 
stressed  too  often  the'  dangers  and  difficulties,  the  frustration 
and  depression  which  arise  from  existing  in  houses  which  are 
worn  out,  which  do  not  allow  a  reasonable  amount  of  day¬ 
light  to  penetrate  into  the  rooms,  which  are  damp  and  in 
disrepair,  and  which  lack  a  bathroom,  a  hot  water  system,  a 
good  kitchen,  a  satisfactory  foodstore  and  all  the  other 
amenities  which  the  average  family  regards  as  indispensable 
and  normal. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  list  of  houses  represented  during 
Ihe  year  that  30  of  them  were  in  Jump  and  12  in  Heming- 
field.  There  are,  of  course,  other  unfit  houses  in  these  two 
villages,  especially  in  Jump,  where  there  is  a  high  propor¬ 
tion  of  houses  considered  to  be  so  barl  as  to  warrant  demoli¬ 
tion  but  I  would  suggest  that  it  is  wrong  to  continue 
demolishing  houses  in  these  areas  and  to  expect  the  people 
thus  displaced  to  accept  rehousing  in  Wombwell.  In  this  way, 
these  villages,  each  with  its  own  distinctive  character,  would 
gradually  die.  This  should  be  avoided  at  all  costs  and  every 
attempt  made  to  re-develop  the  villages  on  modern  lines, 
preserving  the  existing  interests  of  the  community  and,  if 
possible,  introducing  new  ones.  Such  a  plan  is  especially 
urgent  at  Jump  where  upwards  of  130  houses  are  included  in 
the  first  Five  Year  Plan. 
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Improvement  Grants. 

The  Council  found  it  necessary  during  1958  to  suspend  the 
making  of  Improvement  Grants  to  owners  of  domestic 
property  within  the  area  but,  fortunately,  the  situation  had 
changed  sufficiently  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  make  it  possible 
for  such  grants  to  be  continued.  A  number  of  applicants  for 
such  grants  who  had  originally  made  enquiries  during  1958 
had  waited  for  many  months  and  were  able  to  make  applica¬ 
tion  in  January  1959.  When  this  initial  rush  of  applications 
had  been  dealt  with,  the  number  of  enquiries  received  sub¬ 
sided  to  a  steady  trickle  and  the  total  number  of  such  grants 
made  during  the  year  was  only  27,  It  was  felt  that  the  pub¬ 
licity  which  had  been  given  to  the  Discretionary  Grant  system 
would  have  resulted  in  more  people  seeking  this  financial 
aid  from  the  Council  to  improve  their  properties,  but  it 
would  seem  that  the  terms  of  the  grants  were  not  sufficientlv 
attractive. 

There  was,  however,  a  big  step  forward  when  the  House 
Purchase  and  Housing  Act  1959  came  into  operation.  An 
entirely  new  type  of  grant  known  as  the  Standard  Grant  was 
made  available  to  all  property  owners.  This  differed  con¬ 
siderably  from  the  previous  tyi)e  of  grant,  which  however  was 
continued,  in  that  it  dealt  with  five  amenities  only,  viz.  : 

(a)  a  fixed  bath  or  shower  in  a  bathroom, 

(b)  a  wash-hand  basin, 

(c)  a  hot  water  supply, 

(d)  a  water  closet  in  or  contiguous  to  a  dwelling, 

(e)  satisfactory  facilities  for  storing  food, 

and  a  maximum  grant  in  respect  of  each  amenity  was  specified 
in  the  Act.  The  conditions  governing  such  Standard  Grants 
were  much  less  stringent  than  those  concerned  with  Dis¬ 
cretionary  Grants  and  the  applicant  could  expect  such  a  grant 
as  a  right  under  the  Act  if  he  could  prove  ownership  of  the 
property,  that  the  property  was  not  included  in  any  slum 
clearance  proposals  by  the  Local  Authority  and  that  the 
dwelling,  after  the  execution  of  the  proposed  improvement 
works,  would  be  in  such  condition  as  not  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  and  that  it  was  likely  to  remain  in  that 
condition  and  available  for  use  as  a  dwelling  for  a  period  of 
not  less  than  fifteen  years.  These  Standard  Grants  were  given 
a  tremendous  amount  of  publicity  through  the  press,  tele¬ 
vision,  radio,  etc.,  and  it  was  fully  expected  that  there  would 
be  a  great  number  of  applications.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
(*ight  applications  for  Standard  Grants  had  been  approved. 
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It  is  now  ten  years  since  the  Council  adopted  the 
provisions  of  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  which 
enabled  them  for  the  first  time  to  make  a  grant  in  respect  of 
improvements  carried  out  by  owners  of  private  property.  This 
policy  has  been  continued  through  the  intervening  years  and 
recently  appears  to  have  gained  some  momentum.  The  making 
of  improvement  grants  has  been,  and  will  continue  to  be,  a 
means  of  extending  considerably  the  life  of  the  older,  more 
substantial  properties  which  lack  modern  amenities.  I  have 
always  considered  that  this  is  an  excellent  scheme  and  should 
be  applied  far  more  widely  and  thus  benefit  the  community 
as  a  whole.  I  have  said  in  previous  reports  that  it  would  be 
better  if  the  Local  Authority  were  invested  with  the  power  to 
require  property  owners  to  carry  out  these  improvements  as 
part  of  the  normal  housing  repairs  procedure.  In  this  way  all 
those  houses  regarded  as  sub-standard  and  yet  not  of  a 
sufficiently  low  standard  to  warrant  inclusion  in  the  Slum 
Clearance  Programme,  could  be  brought  up  to  a  reasonable 
standard  of  amenity  as  well  as  repair  and  included  in  the 
general  overall  housing  plan.  The  occupants  of  such  houses 
would  not  then  be  faced  with  the  prospect  of  residing  in  sub¬ 
standard  conditions  over  an  extended  period  of  years. 

However,  the  commencement  of  Standard  Grants,  is,  no 
doubt,  a  much  better  prospect  to  property  owners  in  that  the 
procedure  to  obtain  such  grants  is  much  less  complicated  and 
it  will  be  possible  in  next  years  report  to  see  what  increase 
in  numbers  of  applications  this  has  brought  about. 

The  houses  in  respect  of  which  grants  were  made  are  as 
follows  : 


DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS. 


Premises 

Amount  of  Grant 

No 

14  Hough  Lane,  Wombwell  . 

£  s.  d. 

137  8  6 

No 

6  Victoria  Road,  Wombwell  . 

121  3  0 

No 

152  He  ugh  Lane,  Wombwell  . 

125  16  0 

No 

211  Hough  Lane,  Wombwell  . 

158  18  0 

No 

48  Aldham  Cottages,  Wombwell 

160  14  9 

No 

18  Hough  Lane,  Wombwell  . 

122  16  6 

No 

23  Orchard  Street,  Wombwell  . 

174  14  0 

Nc 

157  Barnsley  Road,  Wombwell  . 

104  11  0 

No 

55  Stony  ford  Road,  Wombwell  . 

75  12  6 

No 

16  Cemetery  Road,  Hemingfield 

218  17  6 

No 

129  Rlythc  Street,  Wombwell  . 

146  6  0 

No 

54  Main  Street,  Wombwell  . 

120  0  0 

No 

15  Wath  Read,  Wombwell  . 

137  10  0 

No 

36  Park  Street,  Wombwell  . 

125  12  6 

No. 

69  Barnsley  Road,  Wombwell  . 

107  16  0 

No 

19  Barnsley  Road,  Wombwell  . 

154  16  9 

No 

53  Littlefield  Lane,  Wombwell  . 

124  3  5 

No 

47  Littlefield  Lane,  Wombwell  . 

119  3  5 

No 

12  Cemeteiy  Road,  Hemingfield 

130  10  0 

Nc 

7  Rimington  Road,  Wombwell 

105  10  0 

No 

195  Hough  Lane,  Wombwell  . 

170  0  0 

No 

3  Wath  Road,  Wombwell  . 

142  10  0 

No 

91  Barnsley  Road,  Wombwell  . 

152  10  0 

No 

77  Barnsley  Road,  Wombwell  . 

143  19  3 

No 

15  Summer  Lane,  Wombwell  . 

155  9  3 

No 

17  Barnsley  Road,  Wombwell  . 

129  0  0 

No 

11  Myrtle  Road,  Wombwell  . . 

190  0  0 

TOTALS:  27  Grants  . 

£3,755  8  4 

STANDARD  GRANTS. 


Premises 

Amount  of  Grant 

No 

187  Barnsley  Road,  Wombwell  . 

£  s.  d. 

124  17  8 

No 

43  Blythe  Street,  Wombwell  . 

124  0  0 

No 

165  Barnsley  Road,  Wombwell  . 

100  19  11 

No 

4  Cemetery  Road,  Wombwell  . 

114  16  8 

Nc 

18  Barnsley  Road,  Wombwell  . 

106  11  9 

No 

59  Stony  ford  Road,  Wombwell  . 

67  19  10 

No 

277  Hough  Lane,  Wombwell  . 

18  18  11 

No 

13  Cemetery  Road,  Wombwell  . 

19  0  0 

TOTALS :  8  Grants  . 

£677  4  9 

Housing  Repairs. 

The  Rent  Act  1957  and  various  encjuiries  concerned  with 
it,  again  occupied  a  good  deal  of  time  in  the  Department.  It 
was  felt  when  the  Act  first  came  into  operation  that  there 
were  far  too  many  complications  and  prescribed  forms  for  the 
average  tenant,  and  that  many  occupiers  of  houses  faced  with 
a  Notice  of  Increase  of  Rent  would  have  neither  the  interest 
nor  the  energy  to  make  en(iuirie,s  at  the  Town  Hall.  As  was 
indicated  in  the  report  for  1957,  there  were  many  applications 
for  Form  G  but  only  a  very  small  proportion  of  these  found 
their  way  back  to  my  office,  along  with  an  application  for  a 
Certificate  of  Disrepair.  I  suspected  that  many  of  the  people 
who  had  made  enquiries  about  the  procedure  to  be  followed 
in  order  to  obtain  repairs  and  renewals,  would  be  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  prospect  of  filling  in  further  forms  and  taking 
action,  as  it  were,  against  the  landlord.  There  were,  of  course, 
many  cases  in  which  the  necessary  work  was  carried  out  but 
there  were  also  many  instances  where  tenants  accepted  a 
verbal  promise  from  their  landlords.  During  the  year  under 
review  a  number  of  enquiries  were  made  as  to  Certificates  of 
Disrepair  and  it  was  surprising  how  many  Forms  G  had 
originally  been  completed,  sent  to  the  landlord  and  no  further 
action  taken.  It  was  not  uncommon  for  there  to  be  a  time-lag 
of  over  two  years  between  the  original  Form  G  being  com¬ 
pleted  and  the  application  being  made  to  this  Department  for 
a  Certificate  of  Disrepair. 

This  experience,  along  with  many  similar  examples, 
forces  me  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Act  has  not  been  as 
successful  as  was  hoped.  I  advanced  the  opinion  in  my  last 
report  that  a  simplification  of  the  procedure  would  possibly 
have  increased  the  effectiveness  of  the  Act  but  it  would  appear 
that  wherever  the  average  person  is  confronted  with  the 
prospect  of  “form  filling”  he  very  soon  loses  interest  and 
suspects  the  intentions  behind  these  forms.  By  the  end  of  the 
year  only  three  Certificates  of  Disn'pair  had  been  granted. 

The  tremendous  amount  of  publicity  with  which  the  Rent 
Act  1957  was  greeted  and  the  subsequent  discussions  locally, 
the  many  articles  appearing  in  newspap(‘rs.  etc.,  the  .setting 
up  of  various  advice  bureaux  and  all  the  other  activities  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  tended  to  create  a  wrong 
impression  in  the  minds  of  many  people  concerning  the 
carrying  out  of  repairs  and  renewals  to  domestic  property. 
The  Local  Authority’s  power  to  secure  such  repairs  and 
renewals  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  was  not 


affected  in  the  least  and  whilst  working  the  provisions  of  the 
Rent  Act,  the  normal,  unexciting  but  basically  necessary  work 
under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  was  continued. 
The  continuation  of  new  building  in  the  area  created  some 
difficulty  in  securing  repairs  and  renewals,  due  to  the  small 
number  of  contractors  available  to  undertake  such  works. 
There  was  a  resultant  delay  in  some  cases  in  securing  com¬ 
pliance  with  notices. 

During  the  year  396  Informal  Notices  were  served  and  of 
these  80.8  per  cent  were  complied  with.  In  addition,  29  notices 
brought  forward  from  1958  were  also  complied  with.  75 
notices  were  carried  forward  to  be  dealt  with  in  1960. 

Damage  by  Mining  Subsidence. 

Many  parts  of  the  town  continued  to  be  affected  by  mining 
subsidence.  So  long  as  the  present  system  continues  this  must 
be  accepted  as  a  necessary  evil.  Close  liaison  is  maintained 
with  the  Land  and  Mineral  Officers  of  the  National  Goal 
Board  in  all  three  of  the  Areas  concerned  in  the  district. 
Delay  in  making  good  such  damage  is  thus  minimised.  A 
constant  watch  is  maintained  on  affected  property  in  order 
that  action  might  be  taken  without  delay  should  danger  arise. 

Many  of  the  areas  which  were  previously  reported  as 
being  affected  by  subsidence  must  once  again  be  included  as 
containing  houses  and  other  premises  which  were  damaged. 
These  were  Station  Road,  Edward  Street,  Hough  Lane,  Broom- 
hill,  Barnsley  Road,  Wilson  Street  and  part  of  the  Wilson 
Street  Estate,  Brampton  Road,  Summer  Lane,  Wombwell, 
Cemetery  Road,  Hemingfield  and  Church  Street  and  Cemetery 
Road,  Jump. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  District  .  5909 

2.  Number  of  houses  included  in  above  : 

(a)  Back-to-back  .  Nil 

(b)  Single  back  .  18 


3.  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  Unfit  Houses  Elsewhere. 
Number  of  houses  included  in  Representations  made 


during  the  year  : 

(a)  in  Clearance  Areas .  24 

(b)  individual  unfit  houses .  18 
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A.  House3  Demolished — 

In  Clearance  Areas. 

(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  : 

Houses  Demolished .  Nil 

Persons  displaced  during  the  year  .  47 

Families  Displaced  during  the  year .  16 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 

arrangement,  etc .  Nil 

(3) '  Houses  on  land  acquired  under  Section  43 

(2)  Housing  Act,  1957  . Nil 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas. 

(4)  As  a  result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure 
under  Section  17(1)  Housing  Act,  1957  : 

Houses  Demolished .  16 

Persons  Displaced  during  the  year .  Nil 

Families  Displaced  during  the  year .  Nil 

(5)  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified 

unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  .  Nil 

(6)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  where 

action  has  been  taken  under  local  Acts .  Nil 

(7)  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness  Orders  Nil 

B.  Unfit  Houses  Closed. 

■  (8)  Under  Sections  16(4),  17(1)  and  35(1), 

Housing  Act,  1957 .  13 

Persons  Displaced  during  the  year  .  38 

Families  Displaced  during  the  year .  13 

(9)  Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26,  Housing  Act, 

1957  Nil 

(10)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section  18, 

Housing  Act,  1957  Nil 

C.  Unfit  Houses  Made  Fit  and  Houses  in  which 

Defects  were  Remedied  : 

(11)  After  informal  action  by  local  authority  : 

By  Owner  .  . .  . .  836 

By  Local  Authority .  Nil 
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(12)  After  formal  notice  under 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts  : 

By  Owner  .  49 

By  Local  Authority .  12 

(b)  Sections  9  and  16,  Housing  Act,  1957  : 

By  Owner  .  Nil 

By  Local  Authority .  Nil 

(13)  Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act,  1957  : 

By  Owner  .  Nil 

By  Local  Authority .  Nil 

D.  Unfit  Houses  in  Temporary  Use  (Housing  Act,  1957) 

(14)  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation  : 

(a)  Under  Section  48  .  Nil 

'  (h)  Under  Section  17(2)  .  Nil 

(c)  Under  Section  46  .  Nil 

(15)  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation  under 

Sections  34  or  53  Nil 

E.  Purchase  of  Houses  by  Agreement. 


(16)  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than  those 
included  in  confirmed  Clearance  Orders  or 
Compulsory  Purchase  Orders,  purchased  in 


the  year  .  Nil 

4.  Number  of  families  rehoused  during  the  year  into 
Council  owned  dwellings  : 

(a)  Clearance  Areas,  etc .  29 

(h)  Overcrowding  .  4 

5.  Rent  Act,  1957 

(a)  Number  of  certificates  or  disrepair  granted  .  3 

(b)  Number  of  undertakings  to  execute  repairs 

given  by  owners  to  the  local  authority  .  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  certificates  of  disrepair  cancelled  1 

6.  Overcrowding. 

The  usual  progress  in  alleviating  overcrowding  was 
not  maintained  due  to  all  newly  constructed 
dwellings  being  devoted  to  Slum  Clearance. 


7.  New  Dwellings. 

Number  of  new  dwellings  completed  during  the  year  : 


(a)  By  the  Local  Authority .  2i 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  .  3 


8.  Grants  for  Conversion  or  Improvement  of  Housing 
Accommodation. 

(a)  Conversions  (The  number  of  dwellings  is  the 
number  resulting  from  completion  of  the 


work)  .  Nil 

(b)  Improvements  —  Number  of  dwellings 

completed  during  the  year  .  35 

Formal  applications  received  during  the  year  46 

Applications  approved  during  the  year  .  45 


9.  Details  of  Advances  for  the  Purpose  of  Acquiring  or 

Constructing  Houses  .  Advances  approved  in  51 

cases. 

Milk  Supply, 

The  Urban  District  was  designated  a  special  area  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Area)  Order,  1953, 
and  since  that  time  all  milk  retailed  within  the  district  has 
been  sold  under  Special  Designations. 

There  was  some  prejudice  at  the  outset,  especially 
amongst  older  people,  against  this  method  of  distributing 
milk.  Gradually  the  criticism  has  subsided  and  it  is  seldom 
that  one  now  hears  any  reference  to  the  “old  method”  of 
retailing  milk.  Even  the  minority  of  dissenters  have  now 
accepted  that  it  is  far  safer  and  infinitely  more  convenient  to 
receive  their  milk  supply  in  sealed,  hygienic  containers. 

Of  the  milk  produced  in  your  area,  that  at  three  farms 
is  Ungraded  and  is  sent  for  Pasteurisation.  At  the  remaining 
eight  farms,  including  the  five  largest  herds,  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk  is  produced,  but'  only  in  three  cases  is  it  retailed 
in  this  area.  In  addition,  a  large  quantity  of  Pasteurised  and 
Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  Milk  is  retailed  in  the  area. 
The  milk  produced  and  consumed  within  the  Urban  District 
continues  to  be  of  a  high  quality. 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  of 
1926  a  tremendous  improvement  has  been  secured  in  the 
production  and  distribution  of  milk.  There  has,  of  course, 
been  much  new  legislation  since  that  date  and  each  measure 
introduced  has  meant  a  further  step  towards  the  goal  of  a 
safe,  disease-free  milk  supply. 
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Regular  supervision  of  milk  distribution  was  once  again 
a  feature  of  the  Department’s  activities  and  contact  is  main¬ 
tained  with  the  suppliers  in  order  that  improvements  may 
be  effected  as  necessary.  To  this  end  samples  of  milk  were 
procured  for  the  routine  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  and  Phos¬ 
phatase  Tests  and  all  milk  sold  in  the  raw  state  was,  in 
addition,  tested  at  least  quarterly  for  the  presence  of  the 
Tubercle  Bacillus  and  Brucella  Abortus. 

There  are  altogether  48  Retail  Milk  sellers  registered 
whose  premises  are  inspected  at  regular  intervals. 

139  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  despatched  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Wakefield.  The  staff  of 
the  Laboratory  are  always  extremely  helpful  and  a  high  value 
is  placed  on  their  services.  The  results  of  the  tests  carried 
out  are  given  below. 


Samples  of  Milk  taken  for  Examination  during  1959. 


Type  of  Milk 

Type 

OF  Test 

AND  Result 

Methylene 

Blue 

Phosphatase 

Presence  of 
Tuberculosis 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsati.s- 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Neg¬ 

ative 

Pos¬ 

itive 

Ungraded  . 

24 

3 

— • 

— 

16 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 

38 

— ■ 

— 

— 

24 

— 

Pasteurised 

11 

— • 

11 

— 

-— 

— 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

6 

— • 

6 

— 

— 

— 

In  addition  39  samples  were  submitted  for  examination 
for  the  presence  of  Brucella  Abortus.  There  were  8  positive 
results  and  arrangements  were  made  with  the  farmers  con¬ 
cerned  immediately  for  Veterinary  Officers  to  carry  out  the 
necessary  treatment.  It  would  appear  that  as  the  battle  against 
Tuberculosis  is  nearing  complete  success,  a  new  danger 
becomes  manifest.  There  is  every  indication  that  Brucella 
Abortus  is  widespread  and  that  a  good  deal  of  attention  will 
require  to  be  devoted  to  it  in  order  to  eliminate  it  in  the  same 
way  as  Tuberculosis. 

In  cases  where  unsatisfactory  reports  were  received  from 
the  Laboratory,  action  was  taken  with  the  Area  Milk  Officer 
and  the  necessary  improvements  secured. 
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Distribution  of  Milk. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  on  the  register  48 
Distributors  of  Milk,  41  of  these  in  grocery  and  general  shops. 
The  following  licences'  were  granted  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  and  the  Milk 
(Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949. 


Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special 

Designation  “Tuberculin  Tested’’  .  8 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special 

Designation  “Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)’’  .  1 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special 

Designation  “Pasteurised’’  .  4 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special 

Designation  “Sterilised’’  .  45 

Supplementary  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the 
Special  Designation  “Pasteurised’’ .  1 


Meat  Supply. 

The  main  part  of  the  town’s  meat  supply  is  brought  from 
a  Public  Abattoir  in  a  neighbouring  town.  The  abattoir 
provides  facilities  for  the  slaughter  and  hanging  of  meat  in 
modern  conditions. 

Meat  is  brought  into  the  town  and  delivered  direct  to  the 
retailers  in  covered,  metal-lined  vans  with  good  hanging 
facilities.  However,  even  with  these  closed,  hygienic  vans, 
careless  or  rough  handling  of  the  meat  can  lead  to  it  being 
damaged  or  contaminated.  Isolated  instances  of  such  mal¬ 
practice  were  seen  and  dealt  with  as  were  cases  in  which  the 
meat  handlers  were  not  wearing  the  required  type  of  overalls 
and  head  covers.  A  constant  watch  was  maintained  through¬ 
out  the  year  to  ensure  that  the  meat  supply  is  handled  and 
transported  in  as  clean  and  safe  a  way  as  po.ssible.  W'hilst 
there  is  no  place  for  complacency  it  can  be  said  that  meat 
handling  continues  to  show  some  improvement. 

Food  Preparing  Premises,  Shops  and  Markets. 

It  is  not  possible  to  devote  sufficient  time  to  food  premises 
but  cLs  many  visits  as  possible  are  paid  to  these  places.  The 
town  has  a  great  number  of  shops,  bakehouses  and  other  food 
premises  in  relation  to  the  size  of  the  population  and  in  a 
matter  so  important  to  the  health  of  the  community  it  is  felt 
that  considerable  advantage  would  be  gained  by  making 
longer  and  more  frequent  visits  to  them.  The  inspections  were 
made  as  follows  : — 
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(a) 

Butchers  Shops  . 

Number  of 
Premises 
.  14 

Number  of 
Inspections 
159 

(b) 

Grocers  and  General  Dealers 

.  84 

278 

(C) 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

.  16 

32 

(fl) 

Wet  Fish  Shops . 

.  2 

16 

(e) 

Greengrocers  . 

5 

25 

(f) 

Bakehouses  . 

.  9 

111 

(g) 

(h) 

Meat  Products  . 

.  6 

55 

Markets  . 

.  2 

174 

(i) 

Canteens  and  Cafes  . 

.  9 

60 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  Section  16. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  this  section  is 


as  follows  : 

Manufacture  of  Meat  Products  (Sausage,  etc.)  .  6 

Manufacture  or  sale  of  Ice-Cream  .  55 


Food  Hygiene. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955  have  now  been  in 
operation  since  1st  January,  1956,  and  steady  progress  has 
been  made  in  implementing  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations. 
During  the  year  improvements  were  secured  at  20  food 
premises,  including  3  licensed  premises  and  17  food  shops. 

When  the  Regulations  first  became  operative  all  their 
many  implications  were  discussed  with  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  the  other 
Urban  Districts  forming  the  Health  Division.  After  many 
meetings  we  prepared  a  series  of  suggested  standards  and 
interpretations  within  the  framework  of  the  Regulations.  It 
was  felt  that  these  would  secure  some  measure  of  uniformity 
in  the  application  of  the  Regulations  to  the  premises  in  our 
several  Urban  Districts  Standards  were  prepared  for  each 
type  of  premises  as  follows  and  were  brought  into  use  after 
being  formally  laid  before  the  Council  and  approved. 

(1)  Basic  Standards  for  all  Food  Premises. 

(a)  Additional  Requirements  for  Bakehouses. 

(b)  Additional  Requrements  for  Butchers  Shops  and 
Meat  Manufacturing  Premises, 

(c)  Additional  Requirements  for  (kifes,  Canteens, 
Restaurant  Kitchens,  etc. 

(d)  Additional  Requirements  for  Fried  Fish  Shops. 

(e)  Additional  Requirements  for  General  Dealers  (House 
Shops). 

(f)  Additional  Requirements  for  Licensed  Premises  and 
Clubs. 

(g)  Additional  Requirements  for  Wet  Fish  Shops. 
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(2)  Basic  Standards  for  all  Mobile  Vehicles. 

(a)  Additional  Requirements  for  Meat  and  Meat  Produrts. 

(b)  Additional  Requirements  for  Wet  Fish. 

The  preparation  of  these  standards  and  the  fact  that  they 
were  made  available  to  all  occupiers  of  food  premises  has 
been  of  considerable  assistance  in  securing  compliance  with 
the  Regulations.  It  is  felt  that  the  time  devoted  to  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  the  Standards,  especially  on  the  problem  of  writing 
them  in  a  reasonably  understandable  form,  has  proved  to  be 
amply  justified. 

The  greatest  single  difficulty  continues  to  be  experienced 
where  a  room  at  the  front  of  domestic  premises  has  been 
converted  to  a  shop  and  a  wide  range  of  foodstutfs  and  other 
articles  are  sold.  In  every  case  a  supply  of  hot  water  had  been 
secured  in  the  living  room  behind  the  shop  and  considered 
to  be  “within  reasonable  distance”  as  was  required  by  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  This  arrangement  had  functioned 
very  well.  Especially  since  in  most  cases  the  sanitary  con¬ 
venience  was  situated  at  the  rear  of  such  premises  and  after 
using  the  convenience  the  food  handler,  usually  the  owner 
of  the  business  or  one  of  his  family,  had  automatically  .stopped 
at  the  sink  and  washed  his  hands  before  re-entering  the  shop. 

Under  the  new  Regulations  the  washing  facilities  must  b(' 
on  the  food  premises,  and  since  that  part  of  the  building 
which  is  devoted  to  domestic  use  cannot  bo  considered 
business  premises,  the  hot  water  supply  and  washing  facilities 
must  now  be  provided  in,  or  immediately  adjacent  to,  the 
shop.  The  domestic  sink  cannot  be  accepted  as  providing  the 
washing  facilities  for  the  shop. 

Even  though  the  necessary  washing  facilities  have  now 
been  provided  in  many  cases  one  wonders  whether  they  will 
be  used.  In  a  number  of  instances  the  new  arrangement  has 
been  found  to  be  an  advantage  anrl  efforts  will  be  continued 
to  secure  compliance  with  this  and  other  provisions  of  the 
Regulations. 

The  standard  of  food  handling  continues  lo  be  reasonably 
good  but  there  is  always  room  for  improvement.  There  is  little 
doubt  that  a  large  part  of  the  improvement  which  has  become 
apparent  results  from  the  classes  on  Food  Hygiene  which  were 
held  a  few  years  ago.  It  is  not  possible  in  the  short  time 
available  for  visits  to  food  premises  to  instruct  food  handlers 
in  such  matters  to  the  extent  that  is  required.  Much  more  can 
be  achieved  in  the  way  of  Food  Hygiene  Education  if  a  .series 
of  lectures,  demonstrations  and  discussion  can  be  arranged 
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away  from  the  place  of  employment.  It  was  noticed  particu¬ 
larly  during  1959  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  food 
trades  emplyees  are  very  young  people  who  have  entered  such 
employment  immediately  after  they  leave  school.  The  only 
instruction  they  receive  usually  is  in  the  matter  of  selling 
goods.  The  question  of  Food  Hygiene  comes  a  very  poor 
second  in  many  cases  but  it  is  hoped  that  by  continued  effort 
this  position  will  be  improved.  A  series  of  Food  Hygiene 
Lectures  was  given  to  a  group  of  food  handlers  during 
October,  November  and  December  and  was  attended  by  22 
people. 

Major  improvements  were  required  at  two  Bakehouses 
consisting  of  alterations  to  walls,  ceiling,  floors,  tables, 
ventilation,  sinks,  etc.  These  were  carried  out  in  one  case  but 
in  the  other  the  premises  were  closed  down.  Washing  Accom¬ 
modation  was  secured  in  three  Licensed  Premises,  and  13 
Food  Shops,  refrigerators  installed  in  11  shops,  food  protection 
cases  in  8  shops,  additional  sanitary  accommodation  secured 
in  3  cases,  and  other  matters  involving  repairs  to  walls,  floors, 
counters,  etc.,  and  provision  of  First  Aid  boxes. 

A  factor  of  considerable  importance  in  effecting  further 
improvement  in  food  handling  is  an  increased  awareness 
amongst  the  public,  especially  housewives,  that  they  can 
achieve  more  than  any  legislation.  It  has  been  argued  many 
times  with  food  traders  that  good  food  hygiene  is  good 
business  and  this  has  proved  correct  in  many  cases  where  food 
premises  have  been  improved.  The  result  invariably  is 
increased  trade.  Customers,  by  demanding  a  higher  standard 
of  food  handling,  will  find  that  the  reputable  food  trader  will 
gladly  respond.  Indeed,  he  will  welcome  it.  It  is  annoying  to 
the  food  trader  that  he  has  provided  good,  hygienic  premises 
in  which  food  is  prepared  and  stored,  only  to  find  that  when 
the  food  is  handed  over  the  counter  it  is  handled  carelessly 
and  placed  next  to  an  obviously  dirty  article,  or  in  a  dirty 
bag,  or  against  outer  clothing. 

The  summer  of  1959  will  be  remembered  as  being  very 
hot  and  dry  and  as  the  weeks  went  by  the  dangers  of  food 
infections  increased.  Every  effort  was  made  to  impress  upon 
food  handlers  that  in  such  conditions  there  was  need  for  even 
greater  care  than  usual  in  handling  and  protecting  food  from 
any  form  of  contamination.  There  is  good  ground  for  being 
satisfied  that  there  was  no  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  during 
the  year.  Food  handlers  in  the  town  are  to  be  commended  and 
it  is  hoped  that  they  will  maintain  their  efforts  in  future 
years. 
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Markets. 


A  tremendous  amount  of  difficulty  is  experienced  in 
securing  reasonable  food  handling  standards  in  the  markets. 
'Fhis  is  due  principally  to  the  fact  that  the  Food  Hygiene 
Hegulations  require  a  much  lower  standard  of  food  hygiene 
than  in  shops.  The  minimum  standard  is  low  and  the 
unscrupulous  trader  all  too  frequently  does  just  sufficient  to 
meet  the  minimum  requirements.  In  most  ca.se.s  the  handling 
of  food  is  considered  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  appreciate  the  dangers  to  which  food 
on  market  stalls  is  exposed.  Dust  and  dirt  are  blown  freely  on 
to  the  stalls,  both  Markets  adjoin  the  High  Street  where  the 
constant  passage  of  heavy  traffic  adds  greatly  to  the  dust  in 
the  air,  flies  and  other  insects  cannot  be  effectively  dealt 
with  in  the  open  air  and  obviously  give  rise  to  a  lot  of  con¬ 
tamination,  the  stalls  are  low  and  the  sheets  used  to  cover  the 
hack  ends  of  the  stalls  must  necessarily  be  of  a  temporary 
character  thus  increasing  the  danger  of  contamination  from 
animals  and  the  feet  of  people  using  the  markets.  In  addition 
the  stalls  are  never  properly  cleaned  and  are  used  on  non- 
market  days  for  purposes  entirely  unconnected  with  food 
handling. 

It  is  regrettable  that  there  is  no  supply  of  water  on  the 
stalls  and  although  there  are  washing  facilities  provided  for 
ladies  at  the  Public  Conveniences  in  Station  Road,  this  is  a 
good  distance  from  the  Old  Market  and  there  are  no  facilities 
whatever  for  men.  I  would  urge  strongly  that  this  position 
be  given  immediate  and  urgent  consideration. 


There  are  two  solutions  to  the  problem  which  I  would 
recommend  to  you.  Adequate  sanitary  and  washing  accom¬ 
modation  should  be  provided  in  the  Old  Market,  i.e.  a  suffi¬ 
cient  number  of  water  closets  and  urinal  accommodation 
along  with  washbowls  and  a  good  supply  of  hot  and  cold 
water  for  both  ladies  and  gentlemen.  In  addition,  a  significant 
improvement  would  certainly  be  secured  if  a  number  of  lock¬ 
up  shops  of  a  semi-permanent  character  could  be  provided 
for  the  sale  of  foods  of  a  more  vulnerable  character,  e.g.  fish, 
cooked  meats,  confectionery,  biscuits,  etc.  In  this  way  the 
standard  of  food  handling  in  the  markets  could  be  raised  and 
brought  more  in  line  with  that  insisted  on  in  shops. 
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It  has  been  suggested  to  you  in  previous  reports  that 
certain  types  of  food  which  are  not  cooked  before  eating  such 
as  cooked  meats,  pies,  cheese,  biscuits,  etc.  should  not  be 
exposed  for  sale  in  the  open  air  as  it  is  virtually  impossible 
to  give  them  the  measure  of  protection  that  food  should  have. 
Everything  possible  is  done  to  have  food  in  the  markets 
protected  against  contamination  and  if  the  improvements 
suggested  in  the  previous  paragraph  were  implemented  I  have 
no  doubt  that  it  would  be  possible  in  future  to  render  a  much 
better  report  on  the  markets. 

Hawkers  of  Food. 

A  radical  change  was  secured  in  this  traditional  form  of 
food  trading  with  the  passing  of  the  West  Riding  General 
Powers  Act,  1951.  Section  76  of  this  Act  empowered  Local 
Authorities  to  require  the  registration  of  all  Hawkers  of  Food 
within  the  area.  The  Council  adopted  this  section  and  by  the 
end  ^of  the  year  59  hawkers  had  been  registered.  They  were, 
in  all  cases,  required  to  comply  with  the  standards  for  mobile 
vehicles  and  in  many  cases  excellent  types  of  mobile  shops 
have  been  brought  into  use.  This  is  a  most  welcome  improve¬ 
ment. 

Many  of  these  traders  operate  in  the  area  until  very  late 
in  the  evening,  especially  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays.  In  some 
instances  the  vans  are  maintained  in  a  reasonably  clean  con¬ 
dition  and  the  food  hawker  conducts  his  business  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  give  no  cause  for  complaint.  In  other  cases,  how¬ 
ever,  it  was  known  that  traders  of  a  doubtful  type  were 
coming  into  the  area,  when  they  considered  themselves  to  be 
free  of  official  supervision.  Tours  of  the  area  were  made  at 
times  as  late  at  10  p.m.  and  some  of  these  traders  were  warned 
as  to  the  condition  of  their  vans.  It  is  known,  however,  that  a 
number  of  traders  are  never  seen  officially  and  it  is  suspected 
that  their  standards  are  a  good  deal  below  that  required  by 
the  department. 

There  are  now  59  registered  hawkers  of  food  and  it  is 
obvious  that  they  handle  quite  a  large  quantity  of  food  within 
the  area.  It  is  felt,  therefore,  that  a  type  of  trading  which 
deals  with  a  large  quantity  of  food  in  this  manner  should  be 
subject  to  more  adequate  control.  There  is,  in  my  opinion, 
ample  justification  for  requiring  such  traders  to  conform  to 
normal  shopping  hours  and,  if  this  were  done,  there  is  little 
doubt  that  more  efficient  control  could  be  exercised  over  the 
handling  of  food  from  mobile  vehicles.  It  is  possible,  in 
addition,  that  this  could  be  a  fruitful  source  of  income  to  a 
Local  Authority  by  requiring  a  fee  for  the  licensing  of  such 
traders. 
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Ice-Cream  —  Manufacture  and  Sale. 

There  are  within  your  district  2  premises  registered  for 
the  manufacture  of  ice-cream. 

In  addition  there  are  53  shops  registered  for  the  sale  of 
pre-packed  ice-cream  only,  which  is  stored  in  refrigerators. 
The  wisdom  of  encouraging  the  sale  of  wrapped  ice-cream 
from  shops  is  undeniable  and  obviously  ensures  that  this 
popular  commodity  is  retailed  in  safe,  clean  conditions. 

50  samples  of  ice-cream  were  obtained  during  the  year 
and  the  results  of  the  examination  of  these  samples  are  shown 
below. 


Total 
number  of 

Provisional  Grades 

Samples 

1. 

1  2. 

3. 

4. 

.Manufacturer 

No. 

1 

6 

4 

1 

1 

Manufactur.er 

No 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Manufacturer 

No. 

3 

6 

5 

1 

— 

— 

Manufacturer 

No. 

4 

6 

4 

1 

1 

— 

Manufacturer 

No. 

5 

6 

5 

1 

— 

Manufacturer 

No. 

6 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Manufacturer 

No. 

7 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Manufacturer 

No. 

8 

6 

5 

1 

— 

— 

Manufacturer 

No. 

9 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Manufacturer  No. 

10 

1 

— 

1 

.  • 

— 

TOTALS 

50 

42 

6 

1 

1 

In  the  case  of  Manufacturer  No.  1  evidence  of  faulty 
storage  was  discovered  and  the  defect  corrected.  Subsequent 
samples  were  satisfactory. 

Unsound  Food, 

Quantities  of  foodstuffs  which  were  inspected  and  found 
to  be  unfit  were  disposed  of  according  to  circumstances.  A 
detailed  list  of  food  so  condemned  i,s  shown  below. 


Hams  . 

.  173 

lbs. 

4 

ozs. 

Luncheon  Meat  . 

.  13 

lbs. 

5 

ozs. 

Stewed  Steak  . 

.  46 

lbs. 

li 

ozs. 

Corned  Beef 

.  125 

lbs. 

2 

ozs. 

Tongues  . 

.  48 

lbs. 

8 

ozs. 

Bacon  .  . . 

.  95 

lbs. 

12 

ozs. 

Pork  . 

.  65 

lbs. 

8 

ozs. 

Sausage  . 

.  27 

lbs. 

0 

ozs. 

Beef  Loaf  . .  . 

6 

lbs. 

0 

ozs. 
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Chicken  . 

.  5 

lbs. 

8 

ozs. 

Canned  Fruit  . 

.  218 

lbs. 

10 

ozs. 

Canned  Tomatoes  . 

.  201 

lbs. 

11 

ozs. 

Canned  Fish  . 

.  9 

lbs. 

ozs. 

Canned  Milk  . 

.  3 

lbs. 

14i 

ozs. 

Canned  Vegetables . 

.  548 

lbs. 

10 

ozs. 

Mixed  Goods  . 

.  352 

lbs. 

6i 

ozs. 

Cheese  . 

.  3 

lbs. 

ozs. 

All  unsound  food  is  disposed  of  by  treating  with  lime  and 
burying  beneath  town’s  refuse. 

Water  Supply. 

The  Dearne  Valley  Water  Board  is  the  water  undertaking 
for  this  area  and  water  supplied  by  them  is  of  good  bacterio¬ 
logical  standard.  Samples  are  taken  regularly  in  different 
part3  of  the  area. 

Isolated  cases  of  insufficiency  occur  from  time  to  time 
arising  from  lime  etc.  deposits  in  the  services.  In  such  Ccises 
the  owner  i,s  required  to  fit  new  ferrules  to  the  main  and 
scrape  and  pressure  clean  the  services  or,  where  necessary, 
to  lay  a  larger  diameter  service. 

Complaints  are  received  occasionally  of  sediment  and 
discolouration.  This  usually  arises  from  turbulence  in  the 
mains  caused  when  certain  sections  are  cut  off  in  order  to 
carry  out  repairs  etc.  These  matters  are  quickly  taken  up  with 
the  Dearne  Valley  Water  Board’s  Engineer,  with  whom  close 
contact  is  maintained,  and  remedied  with  the  minimum  of 
delay. 

There  were  a  large  number  of  cases  during  the  year  where 
services  to  domestic  and  other  property  were  broken  as  a 
result  of  trenching  operations  in  connection  with  the  laying 
of  a  new  gas  main  through  the  town.  These,  in  every  case, 
were  repaired  without  delay. 

Of  5,909  occupied  houses  in  the  township  5,905  are  on  the 
public  supply.  19,067  people  occupy  these  5,905  houses.  The 
remaining  4  houses  have  water  laid  on  from  private  supplies. 
In  all  cases,  except  one  farmhouse,  water  i,s  laid  on  direct  to 
the  houses. 

Additional  water  mains  were  laid  on  to  serve  new  houses 
as  they  were  erected  in  the  Council’s  Housing  Estates  at 
Wilson  Street  and  Copeland  Road,  in  Lundhill  Road  and  on 
Aldham  House  Lane  where  new  houses  are  being  erected  by 
Private  Enterprise. 
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Atmospheric  Pollution. 

During  the  year  17  observations  were  made  and  smoke 
of  such  colour  and  density  as  to  constitute  a  nuisance  was 
emitted  from  the  boiler  chimneys  at  Wombwell  Main  Colliery, 
Wombwell  Public  Baths  chimney,  and  the  chimney  at  Park- 
hill  Brickworks. 

The  chimneys  at  Wombwell  Main  Colliery  boiler  plant 
were  observed  on  several  occasions.  There  have  been  occasions, 
especially  at  midday  and  in  the  evening  when  smoke  has  been 
seen  issuing  from  one  or  both  chimneys  for  lengthy  periods. 
The  valley  in  which  the  Colliery  is  situated  is  very  near  to 
Aldham  House  Lane  where  many  new  houses  and  bungalows 
have  been  erected  during  the  year.  These  dwellings  are  on  a 
slightly  higher  level  than  the  tops  of  the  Colliery  chimneys 
and  the  slightest  emission  of  smoke  or  grit,  therefore,  is 
regarded  seriously.  Although  not  entirely  satisfactory,  the 
situation  is  an  improvemeent  on  what  it  was  prior  to  the 
boilers  being  equipped  with  automatic  stoking  gear. 

Complaints  were  again  received  from  residents  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Public  Baths  where  the  chimney  is  very 
low  and  emissions,  especially  of  soot,  are  excessive.  Urgent 
consideration  should  be  given  to  the  question  of  effecting  a 
permanent  improvement,  thus  eliminating  a  source  of 
nuisance. 

The  chimneys  at  Parkhill  Brickworks  and  Messrs.  Woods 
Glassworks  did  not  give  rise  to  any  complaint.  Observations 
were  made,  however,  and  emissions  of  black  smoke  were 
recorded.  The  management  was  interviewed  in  every  case  and 
genuine  efforts  have  been  made  to  effect  and  maintain 
improvement. 

Complaints  continued  to  be  received  from  persons  living 
in  the  Lundhill  Road  area  of  falling  soot  and  clouds  of  smoke 
from  Cortonwood  Colliery  which  is  situated  in  an  adjoining 
area.  There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  emissions  during 
the  year  and  on  a  number  of  occasions  a  huge  pall  of  smoke 
hung  over  the  town  from  these  chimneys  as  far  as  one  could 
see  to  the  horizon. 

Complaints  were  received  from  residents  in  Stonyford 
Road,  Wombwell  concerning  emissions  at  a  low  level  from 
the  chimney  at  a  grocery  store.  After  investigation  suggestions 
made  to  the  management  were  followed  and  the  nuisance 
was  reduced  considerably. 
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spoil  Banks. 

A  constant  watch  is  kept  on  all  the  colliery  spoilbanks  in 
the  area  and  on  one  in  an  adjoining  area  which  frequently 
causes  complaints  to  be  received  from  residents  in  Beech 
House  Road,  Hemingfield. 

Delegates  from  this  Council  took  part  in  discussions  with 
representatives  of  many  other  Local  Authorities  with  spoil 
banks  within  their  areas,  with  the  intention  of  securing  action 
to  render  spoil  banks  less  unsightly.  It  is  hoped  that  some¬ 
thing  can  be  done  to  secure  an  improvement  at  the  Mitchell 
Main  Colliery  tip  which  is  no  longer  in  use. 

(a)  Mitchell  Main  Colliery. 

There  was  slight  evidence  of  overheating  during  the  year 
but  this  was  swiftly  brought  under  control. 

(b)  Darfield  Main  Colliery. 

^(1)  Littlefield  Lane  Spoil  Bank. 

Efforts  were  continued  to  extinguish  the  fires  and 
there  was  considerable  improvement  during  the 
year. 

(2)  Netherwood  Road  Spoil  Bank. 

This,  a  relatively  new  spoil  bank,  is  controlled  at 
and  agreed  level  by  means  of  a  bulldozer.  There 
was  no  sign  of  overheating. 

(c)  Wombwell  Main  Colliery. 

This  is  a  very  large  and  awkwardly  shaped  stack.  During 
the  year  it  was  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
management  to  parts  of  the  stack  where  fires  occurred 
and  the  necessary  control  measures  were  applied. 

(d)  Cortonwood  Colliery. 

This  stack  is  situated  outside  the  district  but  the  fires 
have  been  so  serious  and  the  pollution  so  heavy  that 
close  contact  has  been  made  for  some  years  with  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  to  Rotherham  Rural  District 
Council,  the  Chief  Inspector  to  the  Sheffield  and  Rother¬ 
ham  Clean  Air  Committee  and  the  Colliery  Engineer. 
There  was  slight  improvement  during  the  year.  A  new 
stack  has  been  commenced  and  this  is  being  controlled 
by  levelling  and  consolidation  using  bulldozers.  In 
addition  regular  checks  are  made  on  temperatures  at 
different  levels  in  the  stack.  This  is  a  very  welcome 
improvement. 
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In  all  cases  where  industrial  furnaces,  spoil  banks  and 
other  non-domestic  sources  of  pollution  are  concerned  regular 
contact  is  maintained  with  managements  in  an  effort  to  reduce 
such  pollution  to  a  minimum. 

Non-Industrial  Pollution. 

The  chimneys  connected  with  industrial  plant  are  obvious 
to  everyone  and  an  emission  of  smoke  from  such  chimneys  is 
easily  seen.  It  is  true,  of  course,  that  pollution  does  arise  from 
such  a  source  but,  when  it  is  considered  that  there  are  5,909 
occupied  houses  in  the  town  in  most  of  which  bituminous 
coal  is  burned  carelessly  and  wastefully,  then  one  begins  to 
realise  that  domestic  chimneys  produce  by  far  the  greatest 
amount  of  pollution.  It  is  all  the  more  serious  when  it  is 
realised  that  the  miner  has  worked  hard  in  dangerous  con¬ 
ditions  to  produce  coal  and  above  half  of  his  effort  goes  up 
the  chimney  in  smoke  which  can  be  detrimental  to  that  same 
man’s  health. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

This  Act  is  now  fully  operative.  Everything  has  been 
done  to  encourage  the  installation  of  smokeless  fuel  appliances 
in  houses  and  in  factories  but  no  real  headway  can  be  made 
in  reducing  the  level  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  an  area 
such  as  this  so  long  as  vast  quantities  of  bituminous  coal 
continue  to  be  burned.  There  are  many  miners  in  the  area 
and  these  receive  a  large  amount  of  concessionary  coal 
annually.  This  is  traditionally  a  part  of  the  miner’s  wages 
and  there  is  no  suggestion  that  it  should  be  prejudiced. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  National  Union  of  Mineworkers  and 
the  National  Coal  Board  will  be  able  to  come  to  some  amicable 
arrangement  which  will  maintain  the  miner’s  rights  and  yet 
enable  him  to  receive  a  regular  amount  of  a  “cleaner”  fuel. 
Only  then  can  some  headway  be  made  in  this  area  towards 
achieving  a  better  atmosphere. 
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Factories  Actj  1937. 

There  are  on  the  register  55  Factories  as  follows  : 


Factories  with  Mechanical  Power  .  44 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Power  .  11 


Included  in  this  total  number  of  factories  there  are  9 
bakehouses  to  which  111  visits  were  made.  135  visits  to  other 
factories  were  recorded. 


Informal  action  was  taken  requiring  the  following  : 

Cleanliness .  (14).  Sanitary  Accommodation . (lb). 

All  these  defects  had  been  remedied  by  the  end  of  the 
year. 


Two  Certificates  of  “Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire” 
under  Section  34  of  the  Act  were  issued.  These  were  in  respect 
of  Messrs.  J.  France  Ltd.,  and  Messrs.  Wm.  Pepper  and  Co., 
Ltd.  dietailed  plans  were  prepared  in  my  office  to  accompany 
the  Certificates.  This  is  a  considerable  help  to  the  Factory 
Occupier,  the  Factory  Inspector  and  to  my  Department. 


Shops  Actj  1950j  Section  38. 

90  visits  were  made  to  shops  for  the  purpose  of  this  Act. 
It  is  generally  found  that  the  premises  inspected  meet  the 
requirements  of  this  Section  of  the  Act.  9  offences  against 
the  Act  were  discovered  and  7  were  remedied.  The  defects 


were  as  follows  : 

Inadequate  heating .  1 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  .  5 

No  washing  accommodation  .  3 


Moveable  Dwellings. 

One  dwelling  of  this  type  which  has  been  on  its  present 
site  for  many  years  remained  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  It  is  unsatisfactory. 

37  other  caravans  were  parked  on  land  in  the  district 
without  licence.  These  caravans  were  occupied  by  itinerant 
dwellers.  They  represent  a  real  problem  since  they  are 
frequently  of  an  undesirable  character  and  occupy  unlicensed 
land  without  the  permission  of  either  landowner  or  Local 
Authority.  The  absence  of  water  supply,  drainage,  refuse 
storage,  sanitary  accommodation,  etc.,  quickly  gives  rise  to 
unsatisfactory  conditions,  the  sites  occupied  are  invariably 
left  in  a  dirty  and  untidy  condition  and  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  render  it  difficult  to  remove  such  caravans 
quickly. 
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A  close  watch  was  maintained  on  land  likely  to  be 
occupied  by  caravans  and  in  most  cases  they  were  removed 
within  reasonable  time. 

27  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

Verminous  Premises. 

2  Council  owned  houses  and  17  privately  owned  houses 
have  been  disinfested  during  the  year.  They  were  mainly 
light  bug  infestations.  In  addition  a  powder  insecticide  is 
issued  free  of  charge  and  many  requests  are  received  for 
advice  on  eradication  of  cockroaches. 

Terminal  Disinfection. 

In  certain  cases  of  infectious  disease,  whether  the  treat¬ 
ment  is  at  home  or  in  hospital,  terminal  disinfection  is 
carried  out.  During  the  year  39  houses  were  so  disinfected. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  within  your  district. 

Rodent  Control. 

Particular  attention  has  been  given  to  all  known  sources 
of  infestation,  including  refuse  tips,  sewage  works,  and  allot¬ 
ments  which  have  been  regularly  surveyed  and  treated  when 
necessary. 

All  food  premises,  shops,  canteens,  etc.,  are  inspected  for 
evidence  of  infestation  during  the  course  of  normal  routine 
visits.  Advice  has  been  given  on  rodent  proofing  and  other 
control  measures.  Several  minor  infestations  of  mice  had  been 
discovered  in  this  way  and  successfully  dealt  with  by  the 
Department. 

Two  sewer  treatments  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year  and  the  results  have  been  most  encouraging,  showing 
that  the  regular  treatment  of  sewers  in  your  District  over  the 
past  fourteen  years  has  kept  infestation  at  a  very  low  level. 

Two  of  your  employees  have  been  trained  in  modern 
methods  of  Rodent  Control  and  one  of  these  men  is  employed 
as  much  as  possible  on  this  work.  As  much  time  as  possible 
is  devoted  to  Rodent  Control. 

Any  complaints  have  been  dealt  with  as  quickly  as 
possible.  The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  work  carried  out 
during  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  March,  1960. 
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TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

Non- Agricultural 

Agricultural  g 

Local  Authority 

Dwelling  Houses  ^ 

(inc.  Council  25 

Houses) 

All  Other 

(inc.  Business  w 

Premises) 

(4) 

"o  ^ 

0  ^ 

i.  Number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  District 

la 

5909 

324 

6248 

26 

2.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result  of : 

(a)  Notification  . 

(b)  Surv.ey  under  the  Act 
(p)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when 

visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpcse) 

37 

10 

47 

15 

597 

27 

639 

20 

152 

152 

3.  Total  inspections  carried 
out  including 
reinspections  . 

25G 

634 

1092 

1982 

20 

4.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Section  2) 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by : 

(a)  Rats  Major-  . 

Minor  . 

(b)  Mice  Major  . 

Minor  . 

6 

242 

255 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

19 

3 

22 

— 

5.  Number  of  infested 
propeidies  (in  Section  4) 
ti’eated  by  the  Local 
Authority  . 

6 

261 

10 

277 

6.  Total  treatments  carided 
out — including 
r('-treatments  . 

10 

261 

10 

281 

7.  Number  of  notices  served 
under  Section  4  of  the  Act 

(a)  Treatment  . 

(1))  Structural  Worl< 

(i.e.  proofing)  . 

_ 

- - 

_ 

— 

8.  Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken 
following  the  issue  of  a 
notice  under  Section  4 
of  the  Act  . 

9.  I.egal  Proceedings  . 

_ 

- - 

— 

10.  Number  of  “Block”  conti’ol 
schemes  carried  out 

— 

— 

1  - 

— 

— 
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Hairdressers  and  Barbers. 

Since  the  Council  made  Byelaws  in  1953,  hairdressers  and 
barbers  have  been  registered.  There  were  on  the  register  at 
the  end  of  1959,  2,3  premises,  30  inspections  were  made  during 
the  year.  The  standard  of  cleanliness  maintained  is  reason¬ 
ably  good. 


Public  Conveniences. 

No  new  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year  and  there 
is  still  need  for  further  and  improved  public  conveniences. 

The  Ladies’  and  Gentlemen’s  conveniences  in  Station  Road 
were  built  over  30  years  ago  and  do  not  meet  modern  require¬ 
ments.  The  walls  of  both  conveniences  which  consist  of  glazed 
bricks,  are  badly  discoloured  and  crazy,  the  floors  are  unsatis¬ 
factory  and  there  are  no  washing  facilities  for  gentlemen.  An 
additional  block  of  public  conveniences  could  with  advantage 
be  erected  in  the  old  market  place.  Such  conveniences  are  also 
required  in  other  parts  of  the  town. 

p]very  effort  is  made  to  maintain  the  conveniences  in  a 
clean  and  efficient  condition  at  all  times  but  considerable 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  achieving  this  due  to  the  gross 
amount  of  wilful  damage  done  to  equipment  and  fittings. 
Appeals  to  the  public  to  safeguard  public  property  appear  to 
have  little  effect. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 


Type  of  Convenience 

Number 

Percentage 

Water  Closets  - . .  — 

7270 

99.55 

Pail  Closets  . . 

23 

.32 

Privy  Middens 

10 

.13 

28  W.C.’s  were  constructed  for  new  houses  and  other 
property.  34  additional  W.C.’s  were  provided  for  existing 
property  and  20  additional  W.C.’s  at  business  premises. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


1959. 


Collection. 

The  service  is  carried  out  entirely  by  the  Council’s  own 
employees  and  four  vehicles  are  employed.  Three  are  special 
purpose  side-loading  vehicles  with  all-steel  bodies  and  the 
other  is  a  dual-tip  diesel-driven  lorry  of  18/20  cu.yd.  capacity. 
A  new  diesel-driven,  side-loading,  all  steel  body,  lorry  was 
bought  into  use  to  replace  the  oldest  of  your  petrol  driven 
lorries.  It  is  hoped  that  the  introduction  of  diesel  engines  will 
reduce  fuel  costs.  All  the  four  lorries  are  well  maintained, 
kept  well  painted  and  clean  and  are  a  credit  to  the  township. 

There  is  one  most  unsatisfactory  aspect,  however.  This 
concerns  the  housing  and  maintenance  of  the  vehicles.  The 
existing  garage  is  inadequate,  badly  situated  and  cannot  be 
kept  warm  enough  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the  vehicles  during 
the  winter.  It  is  suggested  that  the  question  of  improved 
garage  accommodation  be  considered  urgently. 

With  very  little  exception  a  weekly  collection  was 
maintained  throughout  the  year.  Extreme  difficulty  was 
experienced  at  times  due  to  the  shortage,  or  unsuitability  of 
labour.  This  is  obviously  a  great  handicap  which  is 
accentuated  during  holiday  and  sickness  periods.  House¬ 
holders  generally  appreciate  the  high  standard  of  the  service 
maintained  and  are  tolerant  of  any  delay  during  the  times  of 
difficulty.  In  order  to  ensure  that  the  work  was  carried  out 
the  Council  authorised  the  working  of  overtime  on  Saturday 
morning  during  the  summer,  and  during  the  week  in  winter. 

The  staff  engaged  on  these  duties  are  provided  with 
donkey  jackets,  overalls,  gloves,  eyeshields  and  protective 
barrier  cream.  The  staff  have  no  washing  facilities,  proper 
place  for  them  to  eat  their  lunch  or  lockers  in  which  they 
might  keep  clothing  in  which  they  come  to  work.  In  common 
with  other  industries  I  would  recommend  that  urgent  con¬ 
sideration  be  given  to  provision  of  ,such  facilities  in  the  shape 
of  washbowls,  showers,  lockers,  dining  room,  etc.  These  could 
be  incorporated  in  a  central  depot  which  would  also  provide 
satisfactory  garages  for  the  lorries  and  a  more  up-to-date  and 
convenient  salvage  depot. 

The  weighing  of  refuse  was  continued  and  this  makes  for 
greater  accuracy  in  the  compilation  of  the  following  statistics. 

During  the  year  3,002  loads  of  refuse  were  collected  as 
follows  : — 
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Type  of  Vehicle 

No.  of 
Loads 

No.  of 
Tons  1 

No.  of 
Working 
Days 

Daily 

Average 

Loads 

Daily 

Average 

Weight 

Tons 

No.  1  Lorry.  45  cwts 

477 

1073 

281 

1.69 

3.82 

No.  2  LorrJ^  60  cwts.  ™ 

271 

813 

82 

3.30 

9.91 

No.  3  Lorry.  80  cwts. 
(Diesel) 

697 

2788 

295 

2.36 

9.45 

No.  4  Lorry.  60  cwts.  .... 

898 

2694 

294 

3.05 

9.16 

No.  5  Lorry.  60  cwts.  .... 
(Diesel) 

659 

1977 

221 

2.98 

8.95 

It  is  estimated  that  3,002  loads  weighed  9,345  tons. 

The  estimated  weight  collected  per  1,000  premises  was 
1,525  tons. 

The  estimated  weight  collected  per  1,000  population  was 
489.7  tons. 

The  average  estimated  amount  of  refuse  collected  from 
each  house  during  the  year  was  1  ton  10.44  cwts. 


Disposal. 

The  whole  of  the  town’s  refuse  i,s  disposed  of  by  con¬ 
trolled  tipping  and  this  is  done  efficiently  and  with  the  least 
possible  nuisance. 

Since  the  angledozer  and  scraper  were  purchased  at  the 
beginning  of  1955  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  the  disposal 
of  the  town’s  refuse,  this  work  has  been  carried  out  far  more 
satisfactorily  than  was  ever  possible  by  hand  control.  In  these 
days  of  labour  difficulty  it  is  imperative  that  as  much  work 
as  po.ssible  should  he  carried  out  by  mechanical  means.  The 
expenditure  incurred  in  discharging  such  an  important  part  of 
a  Local  Authority’s  duties  as  the  disposal  of  town’s  refuse  may 
not  at  first  sight  appear  to  be  wholly  justifiable.  If  it  is  con¬ 
sidered  however,  what  inconvenience  and  disease  would  be 
suffered  if  this  duty  were  not  efficiently  carried  out,  I  suggest 
that  it  would  be  readily  conceded  that  the  price  paid  is  not 
high.  In  addition,  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  possible  to  put  to 
good  use  the  land,  which  was  at  one  time  boggy  and  useless. 
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Top  soil  is  removed  before  the  land  is  tipped  on,  the 
refuse  is  consolidated  in  comparatively  thin  layers  and  the 
soil  is  replaced  on  top  of  the  refuse.  In  following  this 
procedure  there  has  been  a  notable  reduction  in  the  amount 
of  vermin  and  insects,  there  is  less  tendency  to  fire,  there  is 
less  danger  to  vehicles  running  over  the  tip  and  the  use  of 
sleepers  has  been  eliminated. 

The  exposed  face  of  the  tip  was  treated  regularly  with 
powdered  insecticide  and  even  in  the  warmer  months  there 
was  a  significant  absence  of  flies,  crickets  and  woodlice.  The 
cost  of  securing  comparative  freedom  from  insect  nuisance 
is  extremely  low. 

The  refuse  was  disposed  of  as  follows  : 


Place 

Number  of  Loads 

Percentage 

i 

Brampton  Road  Tip  .....  ..... 

2564 

85.41 

Wombwell  Wood  Quarry 

438 

14.59 

CLEANSING  COSTS. 


Collection 

Disposal 

Total 

Cost  per  estimated  ton 
Cost  per  1,000  population 
Cost  per  1,000  premises 
INCOME  .  ..... 

£  s.  d. 

19  8 

182  12  0 
1503  0  0 
1721  0  0 

£  s.  d. 
4  3 
104  6  0 
324  16  0 
96  0  0 

£  s.  d. 

1  3  11 

586  18  0 
1827  16  0 
1817  0  0 

NETT  COSTS  . 

9209  0  0 

1990  0  0 

11199  0  0 

The  rate  required  for  Public  Cleansing  (Street  Cleansing 
excluded)  was  Is.  8.82d. 

Municipal  Dust  Bin  Scheme. 

Since  the  Council  undertook  to  supply  refuse  bins  to 
domestic  premises  under  Section  75(3)  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  1936,  4,257  worn  out  bins  have  been  replaced,  531  during 
the  year  under  review. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  operation  of  such  a  scheme 
as  this  is  beneficial  in  many  ways  and  the  fact  of  having  a 
good  standard  of  refuse  storage  accommodation  has  been  one 
of  the  factors  in  maintaining  a  weekly  collection  of  domestic 
refuse. 
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Trade  Refuse. 

The  Council  has  arrangements  to  remove  trade  refuse 
from  23  different  premises.  Such  refuse  is  cleared  twice 
weekly  and  when  circumstances  necessitate  it,  butchers’  and 
fishmongers’  waste  is  removed  more  frequently. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. 

A  total  of  1,421  inspections  were  made  to  investigate 
nuisances  and  1,240  re-visits  were  recorded. 

;i96  Informal  Notices  were  served  and  of  these  321  were 
complied  with.  75  relating  to  75  nuisances  were  carried 
forward. 

During  the  year  652  complaints  were  received  and  all 
were  dealt  with. 

A  considerable  amount  of  time  is  taken  up  in  interviewing 
tenants,  owners,  contractors,  estate  agents,  etc.,  at  the  office 
and  at  various  types  of  property.  There  were  1,657  such  inter¬ 
views  during  the  year. 

The  following  defects  were  remedied  after  the  service  of 
informal  or  formal  notices,  or  after  interview  with  the  persons 
concerned. 

Repairs  to  Houses. 


Made  dry  —  roof  .  98 

Made  dry  —  spouting  .  85 

Made  dry  —  Pointing  or  Structural  Plaster  .  42 

Damp  Proof  Course  inserted .  16 

Plaster  work  repaired  .  Ill 

Floors  repaired  .  37 

Window  frames  repaired  or  renewed  . .  44 

Door  frames  and  Doors  repaired  or  renewed  .  48 

Fire  ranges  repaired  or  renewed .  68 

Firebacks  repaired  or  renewed  .  47 

Coppers  re-set  or  renewed  .  23 

Copper  firegrates  renewed  . -  .  14 

Sinks  renewed  .  42 

Sash  cords  renewed  . 53 

Chimneys  repaired  . 42 

Handrails  fixed  .  . .  —  . . -  . . .  —  7 
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Drainage. 


Drains  reconstructed,  repaired  or  opened  out .  56 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed .  39 

Inspection  chamber  covers  renewed  .  32 

Sink  gullies  renewed .  24 

Vent  shafts  provided  or  repaired .  14 

Inspection  chambers  constructed  .  12 

Choked  drains  cleared  .  582 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

Water  closet  fittings  repaired  or  renewed .  87 

Water  service  pipes  repaired .  64 

Water  closet  structural  repairs  .  26 

Additional  sanitary  accommodation  .  35 

Dust  bins  renewed  or  provided  .  531 

Miscellaneous. 

Yards  paved  or  ])avenient  renewed  .  12 

Larger  diameter  water  services  installed  .  38 

Steps  repaired  .  4 

Accumulations  of  refuse  cleared  .  28 

Boundary  and  screen  walls  rebuilt  .  9 

Water  services  repaired  .  22 

Verminous  houses  cleansed  .  19 

Permanent  ventilation  provided  .  21 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  Ido  a  nuisance .  32 

Food  stores  provided .  6 

Goal  stores  provided  .  8 

Referred  to  other  Departments  : 

Water  Board  .  26 

Surveyor  .  42 

121  of  the  above  matters  were  dealt  with  by  statutory 
notices  where  owners  or  persons  concerned  failed  within  a 
reasonable  time  to  abate  nuisances  or  to  execute  works 
required. 

67  of  these  notices  were  served  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  30  relating  to  nuisances,  21  to  insufficient  water 
supply,  8  to  sanitary  accommodation,  2  to  the  provision  of 
drainage  and  6  to  paving.  49  of  these  notices  had  been 
complied  with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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54  notices  were  served  under  Sections  35  and  53  of  the 
West  Riding  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  1951. 
They  were  served  in  cases  of  urgency  where  having  regard  to 
all  the  circumstances,  there  would  have  been  unreasonable 
delay  in  remedying  the  defect  by  following  the  procedure 
prescribed  by  Sections  93  to  95  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

54  of  these  notices  were  complied  with. 

The  Local  Authority  is  empowered  to  carry  out  necessary 
works  within  9  days  and  to  charge  the  owner  with  the  cost 
thereof.  In  23  cases  the  work  was  executed  in  default  of  the 
owner. 

Salvage  Reclamation, 

The  gross  income  derived  from  Salvage  during  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1960  was  £1,627  16s.  3d.  There  is  a  slight 
increase  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  articles  salvaged 
together  with  the  amounts  received  for  them. 


Salvaged  Materials 

Weight 

Value 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

Lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  __  . . 

176 

0 

0 

16 

1460 

17 

7 

Textiles  _ _ 

4 

5 

1 

15 

51 

4 

7 

Ferrous  Metals  . .  —  — 

18 

1 

2 

0 

59 

16 

9 

Non-ferrous  Metals  — 

— 

19 

0 

21 

55 

17 

4 

TOTALS  „„  ™ 

199 

6 

0 

24 

1627 

16 

3 

The  salvage  of  waste  paper  was  commenced  by  the 
Department  in  1940. 

Since  that  time  to  the  end  of  March,  1960,  2,420  tons  of 
waste  paper  have  been  collected.  The  income  derived  from 
these  sales  amounts  to  £19,275. 
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SECTION  V 


DIVISIONAL  STAFF. 

Divisional  Medioal  Officer:  R.  Barnes,  B.A.,  M.R.G.S., 

L.R.G.S.,  D.P.H. 


Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  : 

T.  F.  M.  Jackson,  L.R.G.P.,  L.R.G.S.,  L.R.F.P.S.,  D.P.H. 
S.  G.  A.  Henriques,  M.B.,  Gh.B. 


Clinic  Medical  Officers: 

Mr.  G.  B.  Ball, 

Dr.  J.  H.  Fairclough, 

Dr.  H.  W.  Gothard, 

Dr.  G.  Ingram, 

Dr.  J.  Leishman, 

Dr.  K.  Mathers, 

Health  Visitors : 

P.  M.  P.  Adkins,  (Miss) 
(App.  l/iO/59) 

M.  Baker,  (Miss) 

B.  Glarke,  (Mrs.) 

(res.  10/6/59) 

D.  Gibson,  (Mrs.) 

A.  M.  Harston,  (Mrs.) 

M.  E.  Lee,  (Miss) 

M.  Lloyd,  (Miss) 

Clinic  Nurses: 

E.  B.  Mullin,  (Miss) 

(App.  20/7/59) 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors: 

M.  Mellor,  (Miss) 

Midwives : 

M.  A.  Gollins,  (Mrs.) 

(App.  1/4/59) 

D.  Grossley,  (Miss) 

B.  Fitxpatrick,  (Mrs.) 

G.  M.  Hill,  (Mrs.) 

B.  Horsfield,  (Mrs.) 

I.  0.  Kilner,  (Mrs.) 


Dr.  W.  G.  S.  Maxwell, 
Dr.  N.  M.  Piercy, 

Dr.  M.  Scott, 

Dr.  M.  E.  Tapissier, 
Dr.  L.  Taylor, 

Dr.  J.  W.  Whitworth, 


G.  M.  Lodge,  (Mrs.) 

F.  A.  Manley,  (Mrs.) 

B.  Swift,  (Miss) 

G.  Totty,  (Mrs.) 

D.  Westerman,  (Miss) 

F.  H.  Whittlestone,  (Miss) 
A.  M.  Widdison,  (Mrs.) 


D.  Hodgson,  (Mrs.) 
(App.  6/7/59) 


E.  Beever,  (Mrs.) 


M.  Marsland,  (Mrs.) 

D.  Newton,  (Mrs.) 

E.  Parkes,  (Mrs.) 

E.  A.  Staley,  (Mrs.) 
M.  Walters,  (Mrs.) 
E.  Ward,  (Mrs.) 

M.  Wroe,  (Mrs.) 
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Home  Nurses: 


M.  Allen,  (Mrs.) 

V.  Beech,  (Mrs.) 

(App.  17/5/59) 

11  Biegalski,  (Mrs.) 
*(App.  14/9/59) 

E.  Brooks,  (Mrs.) 

F.  G.  Cartwright,  (Mrs.) 

N.  G.  Grofton,  (Miss) 

E.  Cross,  (Mrs.) 

R.  Edwards,  (Mrs.) 

A.  G.  Goldthorpe,  (Mrs.) 
(Res.  Feb.,  1959.) 


K.  M.  Hanson,  (Mrs.) 

M.  Jones,  (Mrs.) 

(App.  17/1/59) 

M.  McConnell,  (Mrs.) 

H.  Padgett,  (Mrs.) 

B.  Parker,  (Mrs.) 

R.  E.  Scott,  (Miss) 

J.  E.  Sowerby,  (Mrs.) 

App.  Jan.,  1959,  Res.  Sept 
1959) 

E.  A.  Walker,  (Miss) 


Mental  Health  Social  Worker:  M.  Webster,  (Mrs.), 

(Res. ‘31/12/59) 

Mental  Health  Home  Teacher:  E.  Harrott,  (Mrs.) 

Speech  Therapist:  S.  Holmes,  (Mrs.) 

Duly  Authorised  Officers:  J.  Hyland,  (Mr.) 

H.  Nettleton,  (Mr.) 

Senior  Clerk:  L.  S.  Wrigg,  (Mr.) 


DIVISIONAL  REPORT. 


Vital  Statistics. 

I  have  compiled  a  comparative  table  of  the  vital  statistics 
for  each  of  the  County  districts  comprising  Division  No.  25, 
which  I  feel  may  be  of  interest  to  each  separate  authority  in 
assessing  how  they  stand  in  relation  to  the  local  figures 
generally. 

Births. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  divisional 
area  in  1959  was  1,307.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  crude  birth  rate 
of  17.0  per  1,000.  There  were  27  stillbirths,  giving  a  stillbirth 
rate  of  20.2. 


Deaths. 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  divisional  area,  after  the 
addition  and  deduction  of  inward  and  outward  transfers  was 
736  giving  a  crude  death  rate  for  the  division  of  9.6.  You  will 
notice  in  the  table  that  this  is  lower  than  any  of  the  other 
figures  given  for  individual  districts,  but  the  other  figures 
show  adjusted  rates.  Unfortunately,  no  adjusted  rate  is  avail¬ 
able  for  the  division. 

infant  Mortality. 

There  were  26  infant  deaths  in  the  division  during  the 
year,  of  which  14  occurred  in  the  neo-natal  period.  This  gives 
an  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  division  of  19.9. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Statistics. 

1  give  a  table  showing  the  figures  for  vaccination  and 
immunisation  during  1959.  It  is  very  pleasing  to  report  that  in 
six  of  the  seven  distrits  vaccination  against  Smallpox  has 
risen  cjuite  sharply,  so  that  the  total  for  the  Division  is  now 
50%  as  ompared  with  36%  during  the  previous  year.  In  five 
of  the  seven  districts  immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough 
has  hown  an  improvement,  so  that  by  the  end  of  the  year 
HI. 6%  of  th(‘  un(l('r-one  population  had  been  immunised, 
compared  with  74%  during  the  ])revious  year.  The  position 
with  regard  to  Diphtheria  immunisation  is  a  very  complicated 
one.  There  is  an  overall  drop  of  7%  in  the  total  immunised 
and  in  the  main  this  shows  an  increase  in  the  pre-school 
numbers  and  a  corresponding  decrease  in  the  school  figures. 
During  the  year  64%  of  the  under-one  population  were 
immunised  against  Tetanus. 

During  the  year  much  of  the  Department’s  time  was  again 
taken  up  with  both  first  and  second  doses  of  Poliomyelitis 
vaccination,  and  separate  tables  are  provided  showing  the 
position  during  and  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

The  number  of  cases  attended  by  domiciliary  midwives 
was  626,  and  during  the  year  there  were  708  institutional 
confinements.  These  figures  compare  with  704  and  618 
respectively  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  new  cases 
attending  ante-natal  clinics  in  the  division  was  600  and  the 
total  number  of  attendances  was  3,617.  Post-natal  attendances 
were  273,  this  figure  shows  a  slight  decline  compared  with 
1958. 
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IMMUNISATION  STATISTICS  1959. 
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DIVISIONAL  FIGURES  . 
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POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION  1959— (WITH  TWO  DOSES) 


TVlOl 
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POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION  1959 
(WITH  THREE  DOSES) 


DISTRICT 

Children 

Young 

Persons 

Expectant 

Mothers 

Total 

CUDWORTH  . 

621 

58 

110 

789 

DARFIELD 

911 

157 

49 

1,117 

BARTON  . 

911 

290 

9 

1,210 

DODWORTH  . 

547 

21 

— 

568 

ROYSTON  . 

804 

74 

3 

881 

WOMBWELL  . 

1,782 

98 

8 

1,888 

WORSBROUGH  . 

1,199 

40 

23 

1,262 

Barnsley  Grammar  School 

131 

— 

— 

131 

Barnsley  High  School 

208 

46 

— 

254 

DIVISIONAL  TOTALS 

7,114 

784 

202 

8,100 

Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

The  ante-iuital  clinic  in  1959  was  held  in  the  Public 
Library,  Station  Road,  Wombwell,  on  Thursday  afternoons. 
This  clinic  continues  to  decline  and  during  the  year  45  patients 
made  240  attendances,  compared  with  65  patients  making  280 
attendances  in  1958. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

Most  of  the  infant  welfare  clinics  in  the  division  continued 
to  thrive,  and  1,345  new  cases  attended  under  the  age  of  1 
year.  The  total  number  of  children  attending  local  health 
authority  clinics  was  2,643. 

During  1959  the  clinic  was  held  on  two  half  days  per  week 
at  the  Public  Library,  where  100  sessions  were  held.  The 
figures  show  that  attendances  at  the  clinic  remained  relatively 
stationary  during  the  current  year.  424  children  made  4,641 
attendances,  an  average  of  46.4  per  session.  193  children  were 
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seen  for  the  first  time,  all  of  whom  were  under  the  age  of 
one  year.  1,137  examinations  were  made  by  the  doctor  during 
the  year,  an  average  of  11.4  per  session. 

At  the  Jump  Centre  where  48  sessions  were  held  70 
children  made  988  attendances,  an  average  of  20.6  per  session. 
43  children  were  seen  for  the  first  time,  all  of  whom  were 
under  one  year  of  age.  527  examinations  were  made  by  the 
doctor  in  the  year,  an  average  of  10.9  per  session. 

School  Health  Service. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  routine  work  of  school 
medical  inspection  showed  a  substantial  increase  over  1958, 
and  this  rate  of  inspection  would  probably  keep  things  on  an 
even  keel,  but  unfortunately  does  not  make  up  for  the  back¬ 
log  of  the  previous  years.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  cannot 
report  the  position  as  entirely  to  my  satisfaction. 

The  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  by  the  school  health 
service  during  the  year. 
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SUMMARY  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND. 
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CUDWORTH 

DARFIELD  . 

DARTON  . . 

DODWORTH 
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WOMRWELL  — 

WORSBROUGH  . . . 

TOTAL 
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SPECIALIST  CLINICS. 


Clinic 

No.  or 

Attendances 

Cudworth 

Darfield 

Darton 

Dodworth 

Royston 

Wombwell 

Worsbrough 

OPHTHALMIC 

213 

85 

208 

57 

128 

222 

204 

EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT 

79 

5 

55 

7 

18 

18 

43 

PAEDIATRIC 

9 

2 

23 

1 

2 

9 

9 

CHILD  GUIDANCE 

12 

6 

17 

— 

8 

49 

24 

Minor  Ailments  Clinics.  School  Clinics 


No.  of 

Total 

No.  seen 

District 

children 

attendances 

by  doctor 

CUDWORTH 

.  — 

— 

248 

DARFIELD  . 

80 

86 

93 

DARTON  . 

28 

40 

263 

DODWORTH 

17 

21 

36 

ROYSTON  . 

91 

143 

185 

WOMBWELL  . 

30 

37 

96 

WORSBROUGH  . 

485 

528 

77 

Speech  Therapy. 

No.  of 

Total 

children 

attendances 

CUDWORTH 

7 

97 

DARFIELD  . . 

2 

34 

DARTON  . . 

10 

181 

DODWORTH 

2 

27 

ROYSTON  . 

5 

110 

WOMBWELL  . 

14 

277 

WORSBROUGH 

7 

124 

Wombwell  Special  School. 

Darfield  .  . 

1 

13 

Darton  . 

2 

41 

Wombwell 

2 

47 

Barnsley  Borough 

......  2 

48 

65 


Health  Visiting. 

The  staffing  position  with  regard  to  health  visitors 
remained  relatively  unchanged  from  the  previous  year.  The 
total  number  of  visits  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  the 
year  was  33,020,  of  which  20,058  were  made  to  pre-school 
children.  6,707  visits  were  made  to  children  under  the  age  of 
one  year. 


As  in  other  spheres.  Poliomyelitis  vaccination  took  up  a 
great  deal  of  the  health  visitors’  time  during  1959,  and  I  feel 
that  the  time  is  fast  approaching  when  we  must  consider  if 
such  routine  work  could  not  be  done  by  some  lesser  qualified 
person.  It  is  not  generally  realised  that  the  health  visitor  is  a 
qualified  nurse,  a  qualified  midwife  and  a  further  post¬ 
graduate  certificate  in  health  visiting. 


Home  Nursing. 

The  home  nurses  in  the  division  made  46,963  visits  last 
year.  39,459  of  these  being  to  medical  cases,  6690  to  surgical 
cases  and  586  visits  were  made  to  Tuberculosis  patients.  These 
figures  all  show  a  decline  compared  with  previous  years.  I 
would  not  like  this  to  convey  the  impression  that  the  home 
nurses  are  under  employed,  but  it  is  largely  accounted  for  by 
the  change  in  the  nature  of  their  work.  Previously,  many  of 
their  visits  were  accounted  for  as  visits  for  injection, 
particularly  of  antibiotics,  nowadays,  many  antibiotics  are 
given  quite  satisfactorily  by  mouth,  and  do  not  require  the 
visit  of  home  nurse.  On  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  aged 
general  nursing  cases  has  increased,  and  consequently  much 
more  time  is  being  spent  per  case. 


Home  Help  Service. 

The  Home  Help  Service  continued  to  provide  a  service 
mainly  for  the  elderly.  The  proportion  of  the  time  tendered  to 
the  aged  of  65  years  and  over  increased  slightly  to  91.5%  of 
the  total  hours  expended.  The  total  number  of  Home  Help 
cases  was  663,  and  these  cases  received  a  total  of  103,941  hours. 
This  compares  with  589  and  98,880  hours  respectively  in  the 
previous  year.  The  total  number  of  hours  rose  by  about  6%  in 
1959. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 


Mental  Deficiency. 

A.  Cases  ascertained  to  be  defective  and  subject  to  be  dealt 
with  during  1959  : 

Number  in  which  action  was  taken  on  reports  by  : 


Under  Over 

16  yrs.  16  yrs. 

M,  F.  M.  F. 

i.  Local  Education  Authority  : 

a.  While  at  school  or  liable  to  attend 

school  .....  . 2  1  —  — 

b.  On  leaving  Special  School  .  —  —  1  — 

c.  On  leaving  Ordinary  School  .  4  2  —  — 

ii.  Police  or  by  the  Courts .  —  —  —  — 

iii.  Other  sources  (transfer  from  other 

districts,  re-a^certainments,  etc.)  .  —  —  11 

6  3  2  1 


B.  Particulars  of  cases  removed  from  Register  during  1959  : 

i.  By  recLson  of  death  . .  1  —  1  — 

ii.  De-classified .  .  . . —  —  —  — 

iii.  Removed  to  Mental  Deficiency 

Hospitals  .....  .....  . .  1  —  —  3 

iv.  Transfers  to  other  districts  . .  11  —  2 

3  115 


C.  Pjarticulars  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  31st  December^  1959  : 

i.  Statutory  Supervision  .  18  19  61  62 

ii.  Voluntary  Supervision  .  —  —  17  22 

iii.  Under  Guardianship  . .  —  —  —  — 

iv.  On  Licence  from  Mental  Deficiency 

Hospitals  . —  —  —  — 

18  19  78  84 


Training  Facilities  for  Mental  Defectives. 

Particulars  of  Mental  Defectives  attending  Occupation 
Centres  on  the  31st  December,  1959. 

Under  Over 

Centre  Supervisor  16  years  16  years 


M.  F.  M.  F. 

Wombwell  _  _  Mrs.  E.  Large  _  7  11  4  3 

Hemsworth  . .  Miss  Porter .  13  2  — 

Barnsley  C.B .  Miss  Smith .  5  12  4 


13 

15 

00 

7 
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At  present  there  are  37  mental  defectives  in  the  Division 
who  are  under  16  years  of  age,  and  I  am  happy  to  report  that 
28  are  in  full-time  attendance  at  Occupation  Centres ;  and  of 
the  remainder  3,  due  to  physical  as  well  as  mental  disability, 
are  unable  to  be  catered  for  at  the  present  time  ;  3  are  in 
employment  and  3  are  still  in  attendance  at  ordinary  school 
and  will  be  catered  for  at  the  beginning  of  1960. 

As  a  result  of  the  opening  of  the  Occupation  Centre  at 
High  Green  the  5  mentally  handicapped  attending  the  Womb- 
well  Occupation  Centre  were  withdrawn  in  November  and 
the  overcrowded  position  was  alleviated.  There  is  only 
provision  for  27  at  the  Wombwell  Centre,  and  now  there  are 
25  in  attendance,  but  the  remaining  vacancy  will  be  taken  at 
the  commencement  of  1960  by  a  child  who  is  in  the  course  of 
notification.  Also  vacancies  have  been  created  at  the  Barnsley 
Occupation  Centre,  but  as  all  children  are  at  present  catered 
for  I  have  not  been  able  to  utilise  the  places. 

The  most  pressing  need  now  is  for  adequate  adult  full¬ 
time  training  facilities  and  I  have  put  forward  proposals  to 
the  West  Riding  County  Council  for  adaptations  and  exten¬ 
sions  to  the  existing  Centre  at  Wombwell,  and  I  am  given  to 
understand  that  the  proposals  in  principal  have  been  accepted. 
I  am  now  awaiting  decisions  as  to  the  suitability  of  building 
plots  and  the  general  extent  of  the  proposed  extensions.  I  had 
visualised  an  adult  female  unit  covering  domestic  and  general 
duties  of  training,  and  an  adult  male  unit  covering  carpentry 
and  more  general  forms  of  training.  At  present,  there  are  44 
females  and  27  males  who  could  be  adequately  catered  for  by 
the  proposed  extensions,  although  out  of  this  figure,  38  females 
and  13  males  are  at  present  in  attendance  at  Occupation 
Centres  and  Group  training  classes  or  by  visits  by  the  Home 
Teacher.  15  males  so  far  do  not  participate  in  the  Training 
Scheme  and  parents  have  not  been  pressed  on  the  matter,  as 
the  majority  have  attended  school  up  to  the  age  of  15  years, 
and  possibly  would  react  so  unfavourably  to  the  available 
training  facilities,  i.e.  rug-making,  basket  work,  stool-making, 
knitting,  etc.,  that  they  would  not  entertain  an  adult  centre 
when  it  is  available. 

Group  Training. 

Facilities  for  training  adult  mentally  handicapped  who 
are  unable  to  attend  Occupation  Centres  are  provided  by 
Group  Training  Glasses  held  in  various  parts  of  the  Division, 
or  in  case  of  physical  handicap  or  domestic  commitments  by 
home  visits. 
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There  are  four  classes,  and  many  of  the  adult  mentally 
handicapped  attend  all  classes  and  are  issued  with  travel 
vouchers.  Glasses  are  held  in  the  following  districts  : 

Monday  9.30  a.m.  to  4.0  p.m.  Darby  and  Joan  Club,  Royston. 

(Mri.  E.  Harrott) 

Tuesday  _ 9.30  a.m.  to  4.0  p.m.  Parish  Hall,  Wombwell. 

(Mrs.  E.  Harrott) 

Thursday  —  9.30  a.m.  to  4.0  p.m.  Ambulance  Hall,  Worsbrough  Bridge 

(Mrs.  E.  Harrott) 

Friday  _  9.30  a.m.  to  4.0  p.m.  Old  School  Clinic,  Darton. 

Parish  Hall,  Darton. 

(Mrs.  E.  Harrott) 

During  the  year  2  males  and  21  females  attended  Group 
training  classes  and  a  further  3  males  and  10  females  attended 
spasmodically,  depending  on  their  physical  condition  and  in 
the  event  of  their  non-attendance  they  were  visited  by  the 
teacher  who  gave  home  tuition. 

Again,  thanks  are  due  to  the  Parents’  Association  who 
during  the  year  have  given  financial  aid  towards  a  Pantomime 
Trip,  a  Day’s  Outing  to  Mablethorpe  and  half  a  day’s  outing 
to  Millhouses,  Sheffield. 

Wombwell  Occupation  Centre. 

During  the  year  there  was  a  time  when  the  Wombwell 
Occupation  Centre  was  over  strength,  but  with  the  withdrawal 
of  5  mentally  handicapped  children  from  Division  22  the 
number  of  children  is  now  25.  The  following  table  shows  the 
age  groups  attending  : 


5  6  7  8  9  10  11 

yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs. 

Males  .  1—13—11 

Females  . —  1  —  1  —  —  1 

12  13  14  15  16  +16 

yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs. 

Males  . . .  —  —  —  —  1  3 

Females  . —  3  2  12  3 


On  the  withdrawal  of  the  children  from  Division  22  it 
was  possible  to  re-route  the  special  bus  to  cater  for  the 
children  in  Wombwell,  which  has  ensured  the  attendance  of 
those  who  did  not  attend  regularly  because  of  physical  handi¬ 
cap  and  the  inclement  weather.  It  has  also  been  found  possible 
to  admit  2  non-ambulant  mentally  handicapped  children  this 
year,  but  it  is  felt  that  the  Supervisor  and  her  staff  will  not 
be  able  to  adequately  manage  further  physically  handicapped 
until  such  time  as  the  West  Riding  Dental  Department  vacate 
the  two  ground  floor  rooms  which  are  at  present  at  their 
disposal. 
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A  new  advent  at  the  Centre  is  that  the  Rector  of  Womb- 
well,  Canon  Adkins  is  now  attending  the  Centre  weekly  to 
give  non-denominational  scripture  lessons  which  are  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  staff  and  enjoyed  by  the  children. 

Thanks  again  are  due  to  the  Parents’  Association  who 
have  provided  the  Centre  with  a  Cine  projector;  the  Wombwell 
Rotary  and  Inner  Wheel  who  organised  a  five-day  Whitsun¬ 
tide  holiday  for  13  of  the  mentally  handicapped  at 
Scarborough. 

The  staff  and  children  had  their  Annual  Day’s  Outing  in 
July  and  a  successful  Open  Day  was  held  at  the  end  of  Jply. 
Instead  of  holding  a  Nativity  Play,  the  Children  and  Staff 
gave  a  musical  shortened  version  of  “Red  Riding  Hood’’  and 
a  Carol  Service  at  the  Parish  Hall  and  150  parents  and  friends 
were  present. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  have  to  report  that  Miss  Thornton, 
an  Assistant  at  the  Centre,  has  been  accepted  on  the  Course 
for  'Training  of  Mentally  Handicapped  run  by  the  National 
Association  for  Mental  Health  held  at  Manchester. 

As  a  matter  of  general  interest,  I  set  out  on  the  next  page 
the  disposal  of  all  mentally  handicapped  on  the  Supervision 
Register  for  the  whole  area. 

Accommodation. 

During  the  past  year  9  cases  have  been  admitted  to  Mental 
Deficiency  Hospitals  for  short-stay  periods,  and  again  this 
facility  was  appreciated  by  the  parents  as  it  enabled  the  family 
to  have  holidays  which  they  otherwise  would  not  have  been 
able  to  manage. 

2  adult  females  were  admitted  as  informal  patients  to 
Hospital  due  to  the  death  of  parents,  and  one  boy  was  admitted 
to  Hospital  on  a  probation  order  with  a  condition  of  residence 
in  a  Hospital. 

18  patients  who  were  in  Mental  Deficiency  Hospitals  under 
order  have  been  discharged  during  the  year  and  re-admitted 
on  an  informal  basis. 

Mental  Health  After-Care  Service. 

Particulars  relating  to  discharges  from  Mental  Hospitals 


during  the  year. 

(Vol.) 
Section  I. 

(Cert.) 
Section  16. 

Deatlis 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Storthes  Hall  . 

..  14 

26 

12 

15 

6 

4 

Stanley  Royd  . 

..  10 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Middlewood  . 

..  2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Scalebor  Park  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  .... 

..  26 

27 

13 

15 

7 

5 
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One  of  the  main  features  under  the  new  Mental  Health 
Act  is  the  development  of  an  adequate  service  to  cover  all 
mentally  disordered  persons,  whether  or  not  they  have  been 
in  hospital  and  I  can  foresee  in  the  not  too  distant  future  a 
much  closer  liaison  with  Mental  Hospitals,  General  Practi¬ 
tioners  and  this  Department  to  ensure  a  fully  comprehensive 
after-care  service.  I  attended  a  meeting  of  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  of  the  areas  covered  by  the  Catchment  Area  of  Storthes 
Hall  Mental  Hospital  convened  at  Storthes  Hall,  when  the 
question  of  mutual  co-operation  was  thoroughly  discussed  by 
the  Local  Authority  Staffs  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
Staff.  A  further  Meeting  of  Duly  Authorised  Officers  and 
Mental  Health  Social  Workers  was  also  convened  at  Storthes 
Hall  when  further  discussions  on  future  policy  were  held. 
With  these  discussions  and  the  future  policy  of  the  West 
Riding  County  Council  I  am  hopeful  that  the  after-care  service 
will  prove  of  real  worth  to  the  community  as  it  should  ensure 
a  complete  co-ordination  of  service  incorporating  the  General 
Practitioner,  the  Mental  Hospitals  and  the  Local  Authority. 


Mental  Health  Exhibition. 

Encouraged  by  the  success  of  the  small  Exhibition  staged 
in  1958,  an  Exhibition  covering  the  whole  of  the  Mental  Health 
Service  was  staged  at  6,  Victoria  Road,  Barnsley,  on  the  4th 
December,  1959.  Considerable  help  was  given  by  the  Sheffield 
Regional  Hospital  Board  by  loan  of  photographs,  Granada 
T.V.,  by  supply  of  literature  ;  Dr.  Bruce,  the  Medical  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Storthes  Hall,  by  his  kindness  in  allowing  2 
members  of  his  staff  and  4  patients  to  attend  to  illustrate 
Hospital  Occupational  Therapy  ;  the  Supervisor  of  the  Womb- 
well  Occupation  Centre  and  the  Home  Teacher  by  preparation 
of  Exhibit  stands  and  their  help  in  general. 


Unfortunately,  due  to  the  very  inclement  weather 
conditions,  attendance  was  affected,  although  approximately 
200  visited  the  Exhibition.  One  of  the  main  features  was  a 
film  show  covering  Mental  Illness  and  Mental  Deficiency.  I 
was  most  pleased  to  see  Mr.  l^y  Mason,  M.P.,  Mr.  E.  Wain- 
wright,  M.P.,  Dr.  J.  Leiper,  the  Deputy  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  Dr.  Bruce,  Superintendent  of  Storthes 
Hall,  and  also  the  organised  parties  of  pre-nursing  students 
from  the  Local  Technical  College. 
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(Female  aged  over  16  y.ears  is  at  present  receiving  mental  hospital  treatment,  she  previously  received  group  training.) 


HIBBERT,  ASHTON  &  YOUEL,  LTD., 

-  -  PRINTERS  -  - 

12,  MARKET  STREET,  BARNSLEY, 


